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F T is a Wonder of*the 
World, a wonderto bee 
? (criouſly marked , and 
E ciligently coniidered of; 

and a wonder becing le 
iouſly marked , & diligently conſide- 
redof, worthy to bee deepely wayed, 

and inwardly tobce layde vp in mens 
hearts asa thing moſt necefiary , pro- 
fitable, and auayleable ro Chriſtian pi- 
ctyc, and eucrlaiting felicity both of 
ſou'e and body,to ſee and to thinke of The firſt 
ir, how carefull , watchfull , diligent, thingtobe + 
carneſt , and painefull, almoſt all the 2oond 

world cucry where is to auoide, to ouſlyto be 
preuent, to cure, and ro remedy, a!l <nldered * 
ſuch troubles , croſſes , oriefes, mala- * 
dies, infirmities,and fi ckneſles,as do or 
may befall the body: And onthe other 
Az fide 


' APreface tothe 
ſidetoſee , or finde ſo few watchfull, 
carefull, and painefull to auoide, pre- 
uent, cure, or expell the moſt dange- 
rous wounds of the {pirit, the trou- 
'F bles of the conſcience,or Deſperation, 
| a miſchiefe of al other miſchiefes,moſt 
{ ___needcfull to be looked vnto., 
Thefecons Its a wonderto (ce, and conſider, 


z 


/ thing to be how many there are in the World 
| pr which cither loath and are afraide of 
tobeconſi= bodily {ickneſſe,or lone & likes health, 
 deredok, will ſend for and ſecke , runne and ride 


| after bodyly Phyſitions , and enquire 


F 


afterthe beſt , the'moſt expert & moſt 
| Skilfull ofrhem, to learne by their di- 
reion , and to bce aduiſed by their 
| counſaile (though ir coſt their purſe 
full deare) how to purge and auoide 
ſuch corrupt humours as may breede 
| (though not preſently bring forth) 
| noyſome diſeaſes, and fickneſſes: how 

careful! and howe ſcrupulous they are 
|  tokeepea temperate order anda dyct 


in cating and drinking: and howe mo- 


derate they will bee in leepe ,and all 


other 
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fagientes, per ſaxa, per ignes: And yet 


nr «77717778777; 
other bodyly cxerciſes : And on th 
other ſide, how fewe there be in the 
Wor!d that will eyther abate rheir 
ſleepe, for-goetheir pleaſures, abridge 
their dycts, or ſecke afrer the ſpirituall 
Phyſirion or prepare phiſicke ropurge 
and expell thoſe dangerous & peccant 
humours, of notorious and haynous 
ſinnes, which in time will both breede 
& bring forth the moſt deadly diſeaſe 
of Deſperation, the very Peſte of ſoule 
and body for cuer. cn 
Itis a wonder to ſee, how many ab- Thethird 
horre,and are affraide of worldly po-'thingto be 
ucrty , and for the avoyding thereot, my , 
and for the loue and liking of tranfi- 
torieriches, will with great carke and 
careriſeyp carely , and latetake theyr 
reſt: they will fare hardly,and go clad 
full barely : they will hazard both bo- 
dycs and fonles; they will toyleand 
teare their fleſh in ynmeaſurable la- 
bours by land and ſea, bethe weather 
faire, be it foule, per mare pauperiem 


A 3 on 


A thing to 


belamen- 
ted, 


"Yeface 10 Fhe 

oh the other fide, how few can abide 
any coſtes,charges,orpaines,to cf cape 
and remedie \pirituali decayes. ;. toa- 
noyde pouertie of conſcience , or in 
time beiore it betoo late, to beware 
that they be nor plunged ere they be 
aware into the moſt deadly and diue- 
Iſt gulph of Deſpcration as though 
{aluation,and peacc ofa Godly conſct- 
ence, were a matter not wotthy the 
talking of,or labouring for. 

It is a lamentable thing to behold, 
how many 1n the world will vncer- 
rake and attempr any thing, be it neuer 
ſo chargeable and troubleſome, not 
fluggiſh not ſleepie ; not carclefle and 
ſlouthfull , but moſtearneſt & watch- 
full, moſt carcſull 8 painctull , at cuery 
aſſay ; by Prudence and proweſle, by 
witteand by warineſfle , by counſaile 
and by cunning , by learning and by 
labouring ; ambitiouſly to kunt yaine, 
and gape after honour”, and vnfatigab- 
lye ſecke to attainefame, and highly 
account of ittobegazed on,and talked 

: of 
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of, with the eyes & tongue of all men: 
And againe , how few take any care at 
all, or once cndeuour themlelues to 
auoyde ſhame, and confuſion inthe 
prefence of the Almighty , to become 
glorious inthe fightot GOD and his 
Angels, and tovſieand exerciſe any of 
thoſc good meancs and inſtrumentes 
ordeyned and appoynted of God for 
the increaſe of Faith, Hope, and Cha- 
rities and forthe weakning andaban- 
doning of all deſperation & dithdence 
in Gods infinite mercies , and infallible 
promiſes, 

It is a lamentable thing to marke Tieſecond 
and coufider how vigilant, carctull, 8 hanna, 
heedfuli many of the wyſer , and cir- 
cumſpetter ſort of men of this world 
will be to eicape, and anoyde allthe 
penaltics, paines, andpuniſhmentes 
prouided and fer downe, foroffenders 
of mortall mens lawes ; how paineſall 
thy will bein Penall Statutes, 2nd how 
Skilfull io eueiy brannch of the Ciuill 
Lawes, lcaſt they ſhould ignoranntly 

incur 
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incurre the dangers of impriſonment, 
of loſle of landes, forfeyrures of their 
oodes or death ir ſelfe. 
But the mighty God,the only high- 
Many have eſt Law-giuer , that Lord of Lordes, 


nan and King of all Kings, Let himor- 


"mens lawes deyne , publiſh , and proclaime his 


thea of 


| Gadslawes Lawes, Statutes, and Ordinances, to 


be hearkenedvnto,obſerued,and kept, 
and that vnder neuer ſo rigorous and 
ſeuere conditions , puniſhments , and 
penalties, How fewe men will ſearch 
his Booke of Statutes and Lawes ? 
How fewe arc atrayde of his not tem- 
poraty , bur cuerlaſting threatninges 
and puniſhments , contayned in his 
Lawes? and how fewe men regard, 
eſteeme, and thankfully embrace his 

, couenant of reconciliation , fer forth 
in his moſt ioyfull, and comfortable 
Goſpell ? 

And yetmoſt certaineit is , that all 
theſeaforesſaid things,ſo much to bee 
wondred at, and fo greatly to bee la- 
mented for: ſo lightly looked on ,*fo 

ſmally 
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ſnally regarded, and ſo little thought 
on, & many ſuch other of rhelike fra- 
ternity and order of diſorders, & ftns, 
being delighted in, and ſecurely cont 
nued in, without all care or indeauour 
to forlake them. in time, by repen- 
rance, andtrue returning tothe Lord, 
do firſt breed or ingender, and after- 
wardes bring forth Deſperation; then 
the which, all the Furies, and Divells 
in hell, cannot lightly excogirate nor 
finde out a greater rorment , or a more 
inollecable paine, and that becauſe 
that all other corments , penalties, and 
paines, are but remporall, and purſue 
men no further then baqdily death; 
but this endeth nct with bodily 'deat!:, 
but becommeth eternal]. VVhoſocuer 
then hebce, that is once ſurely catchr 
inthisnetre of Deſparation, he needes 
no moe acculers to come againſt him, 
then his former vnrepented- ſinnes, 
which lie at the doore to arreſt him; 
his owne heart will giue euidence a- 
gainlt him, and his owne iniquitye 
will 


o 


will plead himto be guilty, and that to 
his owneface. 

Vponcon{iideration of theſe things 
I hauenow in this Treatiſe following, 
(good Chriſtian Reader) endeuoured 
my ſelfeto ſer downe, Firſt, a definici- 
on of Deſperation; then 'the grecuouſ- 
nefle thereof » after this , certaine 
principall cauſes thereof : rogeather 
with remedies forthe ſame: and laſtly, 
a generall Preſcruatiue againſt Deſþe- 
ration, ariſing of what cauſe ſa cuer : 
To the intent, that the Children of 
Go v, falling by ſome occaſions into 
fome degrees of it( for If it rage in ex- 
tremities, intheopinion of ſome leare 
ned Writers, itis an euill incurable, 


** and vnrecouerable ) may with the 


 morecaſe and quictneſſe bee recoue- 
red. and ſaued as it were out off rhe 
Diuells clawes z cuen out of as great 
danger as cuer were the poore Sheepe 


7, Sam, 17 that D1uid rooke out of the Beares or 


Lions mouth. 
i Accept hercof (- gertle Reader) 
with 


C , 1 . 


with no worſe a minde,then T haue at- 
tempted to bee the writers and then 
I doubt nor, bat it ſhall eythec mini- 
ter vato thine heart ſome comforta- 
ble Phyſicke, or clſe giue thee 
occaſion to ſecke, reade, 
or colle& a 
 bertex, 


Thine in all Chriſtian affection ; 
W.W, 
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- The Contents of this Booke, 
entreatedof in eurry ſcuerall 
Page as followeth. 


. Befinition of euery thing which is to be 'diſ- 
puted, or reaſoned of, isneceſlary, and 
wherefore. E320) ' Page. 1, 
The Definition of Deſperation of two ſorts. 1.8& 2 
Two kindes of Deſperation.: the one wicked , the 
other good and holy, pag. 3 
Three things eſpecially to be noted in the Treatiſe 
of Deſperation, | 4 
GOD is conftant and faithfull ; and howe , and 
wherein. | ; 4 4 
The duty of the faithfull towardes God, inregard 
of Gods faithfulnes toyrards him, 5 
TT he horriblenefle of finne of Diffidence, Miſtruſt, 
- orDeſperation, 5 
When eſpecially the Diuell beginneth to tempt to 
Deſperation, e—þ 

What kind of Phyſicke and Surgery the Diuell pra. 

Qiſeth. 7; 
The abſurd dealings of ſuch as yeld to deſperation. 


What great inconueniencesthey fall into, that yeeld 


to Deſperation. 8 
Saint Bernard his opinion concerning the haynouſ- 
nefle ofthe ſinne of Deſperation. 9 
Scilla and (haryb13s notlo dangerous as Deſpera- 
tion. 


9 

Thedangersof Deſperation. 10.&17 
Of the | cog by which the Diuell drayveth men 
into Deſperation, 13 


T he Dinell the chiefe cauſe of Deſperation, I3 
T he forerunnersof Deſperation, 14 
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he Contents. 
What the Diuell will obie& ro bting vs ta Deſpera- 


tion 15 
Ignorancethe ſecond cauſe cf D.ſperation, 16 
Ignorance the mother of Deſperation, 17 
Seruitude or bondage of (in , the tturd cauſe of Deſ.. 
peration. 17 
The wofull effes of ling, _- 
T he fourth cauſe of Deſperation. 18 
7] he manifold aduerlaries of mans (aluation:al which 

the Lucll vſeth as meanes to Deiperation. 29g 
The fift cauſe of Deſperation, 20 & 21 
The fixt cauſe of Deſperation 22 
Long cuſtome groweth into a lecond nature. 2.2 
The firſt preſeruatiue againit Deſperation. 88 
An example ſhewing that many men put more ti uſt 
in mortall men then in God. 89 
An other proote,that many put more truſt in mortal 
man thcn in God. go 


T he ſecond generall helpe 2gainſt Deſperation, 91 
Thethird generall helpe againſt Deſperation, g2 
Whatſocuer could be looked forat Gods hands, or 
whatſocucr man could be charged with,that _> 
Chriſt performed 
The fourth generall helpe for the ayoyding of a 
ration, 94 
The fift generall helpe againſt Deſperation. gg 
Saint Paul & S,lamestheir counſel againſt the _ 
rations and aſſaults of Sathan. 
A deſcription of the armor with which S.Paxl _ 
haue Chriſtians to reſiſt the Diuell, 25 
TT he firſt kind of Armour to refiſt the Diaell with. 2 5 "if 
T he ſecond kind of Armour wherewith the —_ 
is to bee reliſted, 
VVherby the Diuil is imboldened to tempr,& nl. 


by 


T he Contents. 

by enthe cther fide he 1s diſcouraged, 26 
T he th:rd k1:.d of Armour againſt Sathan, 27 
T be fourth k:nd of Armour againſt Sathan, 28 
What faith is, | 29 
1 he fit k inde of Armourtorefiſtthe Nivell 29 
Chiiſt hi:»{clf an exam; le howto reſiſt the dm-1,20 
The Scriptures do mirifterftorc of Armour againft 


euery king of temptation, "Is 
The fixt Kin of Chriſtian Armour, 32 
RN emccies againſt ! gnoran: e- 34 
The danger o! wiilfull Ignorance, 35 
Whatthe Ignorant nwlt do, 35 
Conlell vcr; neceflary for the ignorant, 36 
What the Miniftcrs of Gods word are. 36 


Bow the Miniſters of Gods word are t6 be accoun. 
ecd of, 3 pl 
Oi the great ſerui:ndeand bondage offinnes,and of 
thnoremedies the: cof. 33 
Examples tencing tothe *rengthening of our Faith 
Hope,and Patience againſt Delperation, 3g,& 0 
Wherefore Chriſt came into this world-4 1,2 & 43 
What manncr of rightcouſacfle Cod requireth.at + 
our hands. 4 
Sinne dvvelleth even in the beleene:s, & in the ihe. 
righteous inthe wo:ld ; bur yet raigneth not, ney 
rhiercan it coaccmne them, and why, 46 & 47 
Places -f Scripture ſerting forth Gods great mercy, 


4 
A Caalo:ue or rthearfall of many things whereby 
the Dwcil.crattely tempreth many mcn to Gnne & 


Detpcration. 50 
How the Diveil tempteth by riches, 50 
How the Dive'ltemptch by poue: ty, FI 


How the Diucll rempteth by £. iends, 


| be Contents. 
Hove the Diuell ter.pteth by enemies, $2 
Hayy the Diwll cempteth by caretull: es, 54 
How the Diuell tempteth by tecurity ard catcleſs 
nefle : 53 
How the Divill tewpreth by ſtrength, by health, a= 
blenefle of body, beauty by hon-ur anddignity,by 
quick::eſſc :t ſpirit and ſharpoeile cf wit, 5 2,& 5 3 
How the Diuell tempteth by Godswo:d & how he 
will abuſe, wreſt, & meg God: word, 53,& 54 
The true vſe of thole Ecriptutes which the Diveil 
- feeketh toabu'e, to bung men ro Deſperation 
thercby, 55 
The comfort and commodities of the crofles and 
affl: tions of Gods children 57,58 
VVby Gcd {endetheuills to his children, & kow he 
ſendeth comforts in the middeſt of cuills. 59 
Hovy God loueth an4 dealeth with his chiliren, 69 
Geds rods of what ſort they are. 6r 
VVhat God ſ{ceketh to worke by cealing hardly with 


hi children, 63 
Gods afteion to hus Childrenlike vnto akind lo» 
uing mothers afteCt ion, C3 &64 


God cealeth with his caiidienas Phiſitions & Surg « 
ons do with their Pa. ients, 
_ victh ſometimes tie leruice and miniſtery of 


iuells and o: wicked me”, 67 
"The wicked a:c nct bettered by their tioubles and 
aftitions 67 
VVhence ic cor meth that afflitions and croſles pro 
fit Geds chi'dren, -"_ 
The conceit+ and opinions of the wicked in theic 
aduerfitics and troubles, 68,& 69 
The ends thatthc Diuell brings the wicked vnto by 
theratf;Rions,tioublis and crofies; 70. 


Two 


ontents.. 
Two commodities to bee reaped by thel iues, and 
manner of the deathes of the wicked, 
TT he great danger ot cuſtome of finne, and of delay 
ing of amendment of lite, 718&72. 
A compariſon ſhewing the danger of long cuſtome 
and weltringin finne, 72:&73; 
Whence repemiance & amendment of lifeare to bee 
had, and how they are to be come by, 74 
Many are and may bee deceiued iu the manner and 
time of their repentance* T5 
A ns for ſuch as deterre repentance ynto their laſt 
ay, 5 
"incl. VM ſhewizg that it is dangerous truſting ron : 
| - thelaſthowre, ” 
| Natable examples of ſodaine and ynprouided death 
out oft holy Scriptures, & other writers, 76,77,78. 
A catalogueor «> of ſondry lets and impedi- 

- ments which oftentimes fall out when we come 
to ourlaſt hoyre, to hinder and pur by that late 
repentance, which ſo many truſt to at the end of 
their lines.  81r,&82 

The eftcs of choler in time of extreame ficknes,82 
The manner howthe Diuill will bufic himlclfe to 


hinder repentance at our laſt pant, 38 

The example of Joſeph of Arimathia moſt worthy to 

be imitated, | : 85 

The ve and cuſtome of the Egyptians to bridle cuill 

| aQions. 86 
| The notable/and imitable example of King Exe- 
thias, . 

FINIS, 


Of Deſperation, 
CHAPTER, 1. . 


The firſt Q hapter conteyning the Defint= 
tron, and Dinaifion of Deſperation. 


'& <0 979). :T. Cicero, that moſt 
> dY - hy worthy Father of the 
| |J & | (& Romane eloquece, was. 
USES Ul of that mind,that eue« A defnirts 
=== ric thinge which was 0n of cute 


to be reaſoned and diſputed of; ſhould? hing | 


which 1s to 


\ 


* [firſt begin at the Definition therof,that;, Tipe: 
ſo it might briefly be yndeiſtood what = ng 


the ſubRance of the matter was where- ned of, is 
of reaſoning or diſputation was to be _ & 
holden:Of the like opinion and minde®” — 
am I at this preſent, concerning the. 
dangerous peſte of moſt wicked and 
damnable Deſperation; being the mats. 
ter which now I have in hand (through 
Gods afliſtance ) to write'of, 


- 
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2. - Of Defperation. - 1, Chap. 
Definition The Definition then of Deſperation 
—_— finde and read to bee of two ſorts as |* 
wo ſors, concerning thewords , and yer in ſenſe 
and ſubſtanceof matter little differing 
one from the other: Wherof the one is, 
Deſperatio eſt horribilis mentis & cordis 
The firſt ſex coſcientie trepidatio ex ſenſu ire dini< 
Definition 72 propter peccatum concepta cum mer 
= Deipe= ,1erne damnationis,ſine vilz expeitatione 
"= oenis: Deſperation is an hortible feare, 
or trembling of the minde and heart or 
conſcience, conceiued through a ſenſe 
and feeling of Gods wrath for ſin; with 
a feare of eternall damnation , without | 
all expeRation or hope of pardon or 

forgiuenc;.. hereof. 

The other(which is a far more ancient 
Dcfinition)is this, Deſperatio eff malum 
The ſecond quo quis diffidit ae voluntate dei,eſtimas 
— = malitiam ſua magnitudine d:uine miſe= 
tion, on ricordie & bonitatss excedere : Deſpera- 
; on is an euill through which a man mis» 
ftruſting diſpaireth ytterly, & is paſt all 
hope of the good will of God, verily 
thinking that his naughtines, or finns, 
excell the mercies & goodnefle of God, 
according to that ſaying of the firſt 
deſperat man Cain 5 Mine iniquitie is | 
| greater | 


Of Deſperation, 1.Chay. 3 
greater then can be pardoned. Gen.4, 17. Ctie4s 13. 
as "uh a? : 

G Thus it being made plaine and eahie 
"© | what Deſperation is by thelc atorelaid 
”S | Definitions , itfolloweth in the next 
place,(to proceed after the ſame order 
|thatthe ſaid Cicero vicd)thar I ſpeak of Two kinds 
diuifion of Deſperation ; which I hke- of Deſpes 
wiſe find & readeto be of two kindes: 7t0n: the 
the one a wicked kind of Deſperat16 of ——" wg 
; & 
Gods promiſes, power,goodnes & met- holy, 
F cy towards ſinners , the matter which 
LC | 
th |hereI am to entreat of: The other an 
holy Deſperation of a mans owne po- 
'wer, intheobtaining of erernall lite, 
conceiued and wtought by a ſenſe or 
eeling of a mans owne defectes ; infir= 
mities, & corruptions, Concerning this 
- |former kind of Deſperation, being eſ- 


ecially the marke which I would haue 
re filly diſtreſſed ſoules to haue 2 
lligent and a watchfull eye ynto, to 


ry he incentthat both my ſelfe , and my 
ily Poore brethren, liuing & warring yet 
is, with mee in the militant Church of 
4. Chriſt here on earth,may bethe better 
if Fore-warned ( for that as the ſay Tels 
is Pr etifa minus nocent) of this moſt ſubtil 


nd deadly ftratageme , cocerning this 
2 
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molt dangerous & fatall aſſaulting en« 
gine, of the Arch-ecemy of our ſoules, 


this deepe diſpayre, and diuiliſh ſoule- 


poyſon, Ihaue thought good by the 
penning ofthis ſhort Treariſe, ro pur 
Thee © my ſ elfe and orhers in remembrance of 
things el: theſe three points ; to wit, firtt of the 
194ns tO hamouſneſle » orceuoutneſle, and PEre 


enoted in njtiouſnes of Deſperation, Secondly, 
this Trea- 
tle of Deſ- 
peration, 


of the cauſes therof: and —_—— the 


remedies, 
CHAP, 2. 
The ſecond Chapter, wherein is deſcribed 


how haynoas , greenous, hurtfull , and 
pernitious, the ſinne of Deſperation is. 


hb ſondry and manifold places of ho- 
1 Cor.r,  $ly Scriptures are wetaught, that God 
2:Theſ.2.3 z faithful. faichfull in his wordes , and 


1,Toh x, g, truc in all his promiſes : Al the promi- 


2Cor,1,:0 ſes of God are Tea, and Ames : Faithfull 
in his mercies, for they never fayle: 

GODis Fachfull, Iuſt and True, are his wayes 3 
Eeheull. z according to the ſong of the holy Ane 
howe , and gells, Rex, 15, 3. Yea morcouer , God 
whereia, is carcfull for the Faythfull , and hath 
: promiſed 


+ S 
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promiſed ro be eheir G od, and t hey fall Reu, T'33s 


'be his people. It is thy duty therefore, O 2C0:,6,18 


Man !to doG O D this honour, co be- 

lecue without all wauering , doubting, 

or diſpayring ; that G O D hath both The duty 
Power and Will to doe all things that of the faith- 
hepromiſeth, and not to permit any ful rowares 
ſuch cogitations, thought, or conceite, wo - x 
once to enter into thine heatt ,- as that Gag fink, 
God ſhould proue himſeife a lyar; or fuines to - 
that it ſhall not come to paſſe, which he wards him, 
hath promiſed, But if thou once fuffer 

the diſtrulte'& difftidence in Gods pto- 

miſed mercies ( through rhe multicude 

of thy linnes, and the greeuouſneſſe of 

thine offences , through the nature of 

finne it ſelfe and the crafty ingeſtion & 
ſuggeſtion of Satan) to take hold of, & 

poſſefle thine heart : O horrible and 

greeuous is this laſt ſin of Deſpairing * he hoc. 
which thou addeſt to thy former finnes, bleaefle of 
So haynous, ſo hurtfull and pernicious, *Þe Fane of 
is this thy fin of Difidence and Diſtruft Diſhdence, 
. . M1ftullt, or 
in Gods mercies to be obtained,accor- nfo; 
ding to his promiſed word, that I may , "2. - 
ſay of thee,as S. Auguſtine ſaid of Indas , 1 ns 
the traytor, Non tam ſcelus qirod com- _ __. 
wiſiſti, quam indulgentie dejperatio facit agende, 

3 ze 


— 
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Sf ICP R070, ” LOAD. 
enitus interire : Not ſo much the ſin 
ich thou haſt done, as thy deſpayre 
of forgiueneſſe , hath ytterly caſt thee 
away , Surely Iudas his r+ Uno and 


+diſtruſt ( according to S. Auguſtine his | 


opinion)was amore grecuous fin, then | 


his treaſon inthe betraying of his Mai- 
ſter, Wher-ynto agreeth S, /ero, Mages 
9:9uit offendit deum Indas,in hoc quod 
deſperands ſeipſum ſuſpendit,quam in hoc 
guod dei tradidit. Deſperatio enim red- 
at hominem maleditiam , & proteftione 


—_— —_ ————— 0 — 


aei indigni. Iudas({aith S.Terome) more | 
offended God herein , that in diſpaire | 


he hanged himſelfe, then in that hee 
betrayed his Lord and Maiſter : For 
Deſperation maketh a man accuiſed,8& 


ynworthy Gods protection, And thug. | 


likewiſe Cain his deſpayring in Gods 
mercy afrcr his murther committed, 
was a more greeuous finne, then the 
ſhedding of his brother eAbell his 
blood: For to adde Deſpayre tofor- 
mer ſinnes, is to drawe finne after 
finne as it were with Cart-ropes , to 
heape finne vpon finne, to fulfill the 
meaſure of iniquity , and fo to pur- 
chaſe ſwift and moſt certaine damnati- 
on. 


Of Degperations 2. Chap. " 
on, It is indeede the faſhion and olde w—n_ 
wont of Sathan , to perſwade man arid - 
(when he hath once committed many yginneth to 
haynous finnes ) after his owne ſinnes, tempt to 
to diſpayre,and ſo to commit the grea- deſpaire, 
ter ſinne after the leſſer : which is as 
if an ynlearned ignorant and a mutthe- 
ring Phifition ſhould cauſe his Patient 
for the remedying of alirtle cold taken 
todrinke the tuice of Hemlocke which 
by adding cold to cold , is mot ſure to 
bring preſent death ; Or as if a man 
hauing an Ache in one of his fingers, 
ſhould cut off the whole hand to take 
away the Ache of a finger, Euenſuch Nytewhar 
like Phyſicke and Surgerye doth the kind of phi. 
Diuell praQtiſe to miniſter vnto lewde ficke & lur- 
and willfull ſinners , when he inticeth 7 = 
and draweth them after many prece- gift 
dent haynous finncs , through deſ- 
ſpayre of finding mercy and forgiue- 
neſſe to ſhorten their lives, by kil- 
ling and murthering them-felues , by 
poyſoning , by ſtabbing , by taroat- 
cutting,by drowning, by [dz like hz- 
ging of theſelues ; & finally by caſting 
off all vſe of faith,al vic of hope , & 106 


B 4 quite 
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Ca JEeſperatson., 2, Chap. 
quite to deſpayreof Gods mercy : then 
the which, what can be a more dange- 
rous courſe for any man to yceld ynto ? 


What can be more fooliſh or contrary 


to all reaſon, if a mans 1cafon were not | 


blinded and beyitched that hee- could 


not ſee nor perceiue, nor confider well | 


of ic, then whiles a man- is afraide of 
water,preſently to caſt himſelfe heads 
long into it, and ſo {eeingly and wit- 
The abſurd tingly to drowne himſel{e.?. or then 
dealings of whiles aman is affraide of fire , preſent- 
nr Tye; ly to runne into it and to diſpatch him- 
x © ſelſe therein? Or whiles a man is afraid 
'. * *  ofhellfire, out of hand moſt deſperate- 
ly plunge himſelfe into the daungers 
thereof ? þ 
And yet ſuch as theſe are the per- 
*Mark this ſwaſions, & temptations of the Diuel, 
O man,leſt to a nian whoſe barking - conſcience 
uy 4 _ _ _ pangeth and plagueth him 
tion bcforc LOT NIS HLNNCS, | 
thou beea- Such as theſe are the fruites of the 
ware what moſt monſtrous ſinne of diſpayring of 
greatin= Gods mercy and grace 
9 ro ay not he be accounted worſe tns 
cesthou ; : 
yeeldelt madd,* that'is fo forward and ready to 
yntos = yecldynto, and to follow atcer the _ . 
uclls 
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uells whiſtle, alluring and entifing YN 
to deſperation,ſeeing it is no means to 
diminith,bur to encreaſe finne,and- the 
rewards of finne, ſeeing that jt is no 
relecte, but an eucrlaſting burthen & 
griete of the ſoule : ſceing that it is 
not adeliuery ofthe ſoule, buc a cer- 
taine deſtruction: of the ſoule : ſceing 
it is not a redemptio,but an yndoub- 
ted condemnation of ſoule and body 
for cuer. . 

And finally, ſeeing that it changeth 
temporall gricte1ato Eternal! griete , & 
the-panges of cohſcience into che pains ; 
of hel for cuer_ And thus is yeriftedthar 
ſaying of S, Bernard, Deſperatio atget 

eccatum , Deſperatio maior eſt omnibus Caine Boy. 
peccatts, Deſperatio peior eſt enmi peccato yg; his o- 
Deſperation encicaſeth ſinne : Deſpe- pinioncon« 
ration is greater then all other {irines, cerning the 


Deſperation is worle then all other haynoulnes 
ofche hnne 


finnes, : be F of Delpera. 
This is a thouſand times worſe then tion. 
the dangerous rocke Scilla , againſt 
which {ſo many poore Marriners haue $c:% and 
dafhed their ſhippes, to the great lofle Charyoazs 
| — (. ; not {o dane 
botlv6f Shippes, goods,and lives : of gcrous 3s 
then that no lefle aigerous gulfe © ha- geſperation 
| ry>dis, 


© vo 


auſer 2. (hap. 
rybdis, which haue deuoured vp ſo 
many paſſengers : For at this vnfortu- 
nate and deadly rocke of Deſperation, 
many thouſands of poore foultes ouer= 
charged with the burthen of their-ini- 
_ , and turmoyled in their con- 
ciences with the waues of fearefull 
thoughts , and troubleſome conceites 
by the bluſtring blaſtes and ſurgye 
ftormes of Gods vengeance threat- 


= make dangerous and fearefull 
1ip-wracke, This is a worſe dungion 
for both ſoules and bodies of poore 
deſperate ſinners, then was the Denne 

of _ into the which the Rulers, 

Officers, and Gouernours of King Da- 

—_ an cauſed Danielto be caſt,and clo- 
to, ſedvp: Yea, and this is ſeuen times 
EI a4 oy thetheſcuen times hoated bur- 
ning Ouen or Furnace , into the which 

that proud Idolatrous King Nabuchad- 

#ezzer comanded Sidrach, Aiſach , & 
Abednago, the true ſeruants and wor- 

ſhippers of the onely true and cucr- 

living God, to be caſtin, This is that 
incurable, remedilefle and deſperate 

ſore wound and maladie , which the 

: Prophets 


_ eee I_—_—————— 
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ned againſt ſinners, both haue and dai- 


—_— — 
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Prophets of God leremy and Micheas, Tet:3” | 
Mics 


in their dayes complayned of among 
their people. This is that great ſtop & 


let, that hindereth and refiſterh Gods 
holy grace from flowing and entring 


into the ſoules of ſfinne-ful men. This 1s 


the Axe that heweth and choppeth a 
ſunder the chaines wherewith God in 
his great mercy, and mercifull kind- 
nefle, would drawe the hearts of fin- 
ners ynto himſclfe by Repentance ; 


whereof ſpeaketh the Propher Ozes, Oze, r1, 


Truſt in the Lord, and ave good, \aigh 


the holy Ghoſt by the Propher Da- Plal,z7.3 


wid: where hee placeth and ſetteth 
Truſtin GOD in the firlt place, and 
doing good in the ſecond : truſting in 
G OD, goeth before as the Miltris, 
& adving good followeth and attenderh 
on as the Hand-maide. For as it is faid 
Spes alit agricolas,were it not for Hope 
the Husband mans heart would burtt ; 
Hope nouriſheth his heart : Even fo 
Ditpaire and Difidence, or diftcuit in 
G OD, is a Step-mother to well do- 
ing, and drawcth back from doing 
good ; according to the ſaying of a 
learned Writcrypothe ſaid 37, Pialm. 
Deſpe- 


= Al 


Deſperatio & d:ffidentia abſtrahit ab omw- 
ni ſtudio boni,nam co 0:tat omnia fieri fru- 
tra : ita namg, ex ſpe & fiducia proma- 
2a4t mortalin conatus , vt 'ex ipſis cond- 
Defperatis £i94 ſatis liqueat quid quiſy, fperat:Deſ- 
draw.th peracion and M:ftruſt draweth:backe 
men b:cke fron all delice of wel doing, for it thiris 
- malwe 1.:hallto be butloRtlabouc :forfodo 
20g24 all mens labours and endeay fla 
why. pats Ours Aw 
'__ _ andfpring from Hope and truſt, that + 
uery mans doings doe 'plainely teſtiftc 
what he hopeth or truſteth for, 
And now ler this ſuffice briefly to 
ive a.taſte how great and greenous, 
hurtfull and pernicious this. ſinne of 
Deſperation is. 


Maſculas 
in Pl.37.3: 


CHAP, 3. 


T he third Chapter containing the chiefeſt 
and moſt principall canſes of Deſpera- 


tion. 


# | Hat memorable & notable ſaying 
of $.Gregory in one of his Homi- 
lies; mooueth mee to thinke , and hece 
to commit it to writing , that one cauſe 
of Deſperation , and not the leaſt, bur 

| rather 


"i - 
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Of Deſperation. ' 3.Chap. 13 


. rather the primary and principall cauſe 


of all other, atiſeth from the ſubtile, 
cunniiy , & coſonivg, counſell,induce- 


ment, perſwaſion , and alluremenc of 


the Diuell : for ſaith S. Gregory, Quun Greg.in 
1m praui peccato miſer homo labitur: ſua> qu1cam 
det ci diabolus ne peniteat,ne confiteatur, tiom, 


peccatum lene et modicrm in corde affir- 
mat , miſcrecordiam predicat , longum 
ſpacin vite promittit, permanere in pecca= 
ro ſuggerit, vt ſit ia contemptum det , 
dejj erationem ſui inducat & pereat:Whe 
wiecched man ſſippeth into ſome gree- 
uous fane, the Diuells' countaile is,that 
he repent not at all for it, that he con- 


feſllc it not : hee tells him in his heart, 
The de- 


that it is but a light and ſmall offence: 


orees by 


hee fayes God is tull of mercy, he pro- whichihe 
miſerh him long life, he ſuggeſtcth yn- Dwell dra» 


ro himtolie fill in Gnne , that by 
meanes hee may bring him ar }alt into 
conremprt of God, ardinto ytter Def- 
peraton, and ſohe may beccme a caſt- 
away for eucr, Here doth S. Gregory in 
moſt manifeſt & plaine words deſcribe 
and cecipher the Divell himſe/tero be 
the author. and ſo conſeque:itly rhe 


cheefelt cauſer, aud cauſe, of this horri- 
S ble 


theſe Vet men 
on into del- 
peration, 


_ — Om” OC Rn arr, er Is _— _ 


Jobels 


Gen, z+ 


Mat.493s 


a” 


, ſunners; 


14 Of the cauſes 3, Chap, 
ble ſoule murthering Deſperation ; 
and herealſo doth hee fer downe by 
what ſteps and degrees hee brings and 
leades a poore careleſſe wretched 
nan into dif payre, 

Now conlider this moreouer, that 
if Satay that arch-enemie of mans wel- 
tare, duſt yery boldhie and ſawcely 
without any bidding,preſume tothruſt 
himfelfe into Gods prefence amongſt 
his holy Angells; it he durſt ſoſubtelly 
and cunning!y, difſemblingly and ly- 
ingly, aflayle and affault our firſt Pa« 
rentes Adzm and Exe,becing yet inno- 
centes,ynſtayned,and pure from all fin: 
Nay morethen all this , if hedurſt ap- 
proch, and with diuers temptations aſs 
{ault and allure Chri#t Jeſus himſelfe, 
both God and Man ; and yet Man free 
from any ſpot or blemiſh of finne, en= 
deuoring himfelfe to the vettermoſt of 
his sktll 2nd power , if it had been poſ- 
ſible,tohaue brought him, & wrought 
him to his owne wicked will , Alaſſe, 
is it any maruelethen if he doe as dili- 
gently and bufilie be-ſtirre himſelfe 
with his manifold wiles,and guyles. to 
aſlayle ys weake, poore, and miſerable 


—— — ——— 


Of Deſperation. .3.Chap. 15 
finners ?-Who ( without the daylye 
and howrely ſtrengthening of Gods 
holy ſpirit) are of our ſelues prompt, 
apt,& ready, euery howre to decline 


after we be once jplunged cuer head ® 
and eares, and oucr-runne with the 
guilt of many ſinnes, then will Sathan 
lay about him, and apply his bulinefle 


like a moſt yaliant Champion, to catch 


The fore- 


runners of / 


and fall away from God, and to fall deſperation 
vnto Idolatry , Blaſphemy , Pe1iury, except wee 
Murther , Whoredome, '] hett, Pride, lookets 
Diſobedience, and what not ; wherin, ®#{ 


| vsin the moſt dangerous ſnare of all 

other, euen deepe Deſpaire: Hee will 

challenge our WV by the ſcuere ju- 

ftice of GOD, ler vs ſay againſt him 

whatſocuer we can , and argue againſt 

him as long as wee will, yet will hee 

inſult, rejoyce,and reply ſaying : Ney- 

ther Gods mercies, nor Chiiſts merits, 

can any thing help, but thou mult needs 

be damned, ſo lightly heretofore haſt 

thou eſteemed God , and his precepts; What the 

ſo ſmally haſt thou regarded Chriſt 7e- Divell will 

ſos and bis merits, or rather ſo willing. vieQ2- 

"% . cainſt ys to 

ty; wittingly , and ſceingly haſt thou bring vsto 

vilipended , and cotemned them idelpayre 
an 


6 - DF the canſes 3; Chap, 
and ſo obſtinately, careleſly,and deſpes 
rately,troden them ynder-toote, that e- 
uen as thou hitherto haſt made noe f 
| | reckoning of God,aftd haſt not opened 
| | | the dore of thy heatt to receiue him, &&- l 
['] vive him cntertainement when heftod |" 
| | without and knocked to beeletten in 
|! there; ſo nowe God will requite thee 
Wi. with /eoe talionis , with like for like: 
Y| hee will make noe reckoning of thee; 
rf he will not open his cares vnto thee 

||| when thou cryeſt ynto him, he will not 
| ler thee haue though thou aske, he will 
Ali | | not let thee finde though thou ſeeke,he 

if will not open vnto thee though thou 

nf knocke, Behold nowe art thou tofled 
| | like waues of the Sea, thy Faith Wauc- 
| reth betweene Hope and Dread, and 
| therefore canſt thou receiue nothing at 
the Lords hands : with theſe and inft- 
nite ſuch like diſputations , will Sathav: 
| ſet vpon, and' yexe the yery ele of 
| God, to bring them(if it were poſſible) 
| | to deſperation. And if the ele&t ſhall be 
thus ſifted, (as Peter was) in what eafe 
then ſhall the wicked and 'reprobate- 


bee? 


% 
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THe ſecond cauſe of Deſperation, is *** 
ignorance of God, & want of know= + 

ledge of the will of God,vnto.mankind 

revealed by-his holy word : for as igno« Mx, 22; 


rance of the ſcriptures,as it was pronoits 


e reſurrection of the dead , was the, ** 28-296 
cauſe of that their ſo great error; Even pe. * 
likewiſe the ignorance of God,js often- Hof, 4.7 
times the occafis & cauſe of Gods hea- Eph, 4.48, 
uie diſpleaſure; 8 ſo ofYiuers & ſundry Ber upee © 
monegſt the reſt,it is alſo a, cauſe of 'this * | 
curſed Deſperation, as writcth S, Ber= 
ard : Vi Irag, C0 gnitio dei,ſcilicet 0 tHi,tis 
bi neceſ[aria eſt ad ſalute,quia de ignoratia 
tri venis ſuperbia,ac de dei iguoratia yenit 
deſperatjo.The knowledge both of God, - 
and of thy ſelfe are necelſary-yato falua- 
jon, becauſe our of the ignorance of thy 
felfearifedh pride + and likewiſe out of 


the j 1orance of God, comrieth Defs;, ——_—_ 
peration,Our of this ignorance of Cod, the mochet 
muſt Deſpergtion needes ariſe: for how of Deſperg* 


can it otherwiſe beau that he that ig tions 


© *alrogerhes 


Df Deſferation. 4.Chap. 17 "0 
CHAP, 4+ The ſecond , 
'caulc of def 


ced by the mouth of Chry/t eſis himſelf 2kin 15.26 
omning againſt the Sadvces, c5cerning Plz5-10 t1 
t 


inconueniences and miſchjefes : and a- Cai, - 


18, Of thecauſes . 6, Chap. 

altogether without any 'knowledge of 
God, muſt diſpayre to receiue any good 
thing of him? For as no man can take 
pleaſure nor any profit by hid and vn« 
knowne Treaſure : ſo no man can looke 
for grace , mercy, and forgiueneſſe of 
finnes,or any other benefit or good gift 
at his hands, of whom hee is vtterly ig 
norant , and of whom he hath no know- 
ledge, : | 


CHAP. 5. 


The thir4 7 He third cauſe of Deſperation is the 
cauſe of '- © preat ſervitude or bondage or finne : 
deiperati® with which, whoſoever is Clogzjed hee 
__ becometh thereby ihe ſeruant of finne; 
Jobs 8.34, And the woful & hurtful ef- 
fees of finnes,are the procurements of 
Thewofuli Gods curſes and plagues vpon bodyes, 
& hurtfull foules,landes, children, ftocke, croppe, 
effetsof and cuery thing clfe that a man hath, or 
&ns, goeth about at home or abroad,in town 
or in field, in Citty orin'contzy, by latid 
or by water, Dex,28, Leu,26, Sin hat» 
... deneththe heart, Heb.z.1 3, It fighterh 
againſt the ſoule, 1,Pet,2,x1,1t gnaweth 
& tormceth the colcicnce, 1.64.2 Fr 
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< 
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And ſo bri 
damiable gulfe of Deſperation, wheria 


1.0f Deſteration.": » 14. Chap. 


eth men into the moſt 


multitudes. of Worldlings, Matcneuil- 
lans,Epicures,and impious Atheiſts are 
dayly implunged, & irreuocably drowe 
ned tor euer, /, _ 7: 2G 


--- 


CHAP: 5. 


He Fourth cauſe. of Deſperation.dot Thefourth, 


to:thamſelues vpon tht, <a 
many:gather to-thamſelues vp  eeratls 


wordes of Chriſt in' Auth 7;t 3;.Straitds 


F9Y 


uſe of / 


- \ 2 2 Ol 
the gate & narrow tstheway that leaderhy 


 pntolife,and few there be that finde it Ame, 


againe out of Aarh: 2016, tAany; dre 
called, but few are choſen; Andragawe ous 
of Luk.13. 24 Strineto enter: in af the 


ftrait gate,for many, lifyy ronto youwil ſeek 


to enterin,oſhal ot bonk's : All whish 


laces do plairiely:tefch;that fewefhall 
b faucd ; for in biddibg to ftrive to-eme, 


rer in ,; Chriſt ;:gineth vy/to-vnderliants - 
that it is an caſte matter, bur amatteh, ' 


that requireth greatfirife, paines,&\eat+? 
neſt diligence: againſt the, World; ths: 


Fleſh,and the Diuell,: > 1!) 4+ 21: The feare 
: Vpantheſe confiderations,many be:and doube 


gin to-teare,and tore bl 
ot A Pt z C 2 and 


4, a0 llagett,nofmanye 


20, Of thecauſes 6, Chap. 
and to doubt, whether they may thinike 
taemſelues to be in the number of thoſe 
few that ſhall be faued yea or no;and ſo 
are drawrie into diſpayre, whiles that 


they find this preſent cuil world againſt - 


them with all the bayres,ſnares, nettes, 
The grezt and lerts, pleaſures , and profits thereof 
Co—_ ro catch them, fetter them, and intangle 
of mans ſal- Þ<m,whiles they finde their own fleſh, 
vation: all . their owne corrupted nature againſt 
which the them ; their reaſon poyſoned,their wils 
Twellvcth 409 affcEions blinded, their naturall 
- D——_ _ wiſdome, concupiſences and luſts , mi. 
$i00s EM niſtring ſtrength to Sarurs temptations, 
taking part againſt them, dayly & how. 
etly ready to betray the into his hands, 
whiles that they ſee and perceyue euen 
legions of Diuels, euen all the Diuels in 
Hell againſt them, with all their crafty 
heads, maruailous ſtrength,infinit wiles, 
cunning deuiſes, deepe ſleights,& tryed 
remptarions, lying in ambuſh agai 
their poore Gules;h who ſeeth not that 
thouſands are carried hedl6g to deſtru- 
Gs through the'teptations of either the 


+, _; world,the fleſh, or. the diuell:And thus 
,are we poore wretches in a mol? pittiful 
1 Cale & bcwaicd,on eucry fide, 


CHAP, 


yr — —— 


— $_ 


——_ _— 


Of Deſperation #7. Chap. 2x 
CHAP, 7. 

TH: fift cauſe of Deſperation ariſeth —_ 
fr6 the manifold croſſes & afflictions deſperation 

of this preſent life : for from hence it is 

that ſome men being daily ferrited, fol. 

lowed on,& euen almoſt preſſed downe 

with temporall afflictions & troubles,as Sundry 

penury, pouerty,hunger,nakednes,fick- ki..ds of 

nes of body,troubles of minde, vnquiet 77 of ang 

ſuggeſtions of the fleſh, yur of the 

Diuell,perſecutiss, impriſonments, loſe. 

of friends, loſe of Goods , lofſe of good 

name & fame,a wicked, crooked, & fro» 

ward mate in matrimoney, diſobedient 

& vntoward childre vakind & vnthank- 

full friends,vndeſerued malice, enuy, 8 

hatred of froward neighbours , & many 

other ſuch like crofles, as dayly in one 

fort or other befal men: Whe they once 

feele themſclues touched 8& tried here. 

with, anone they take occaſis hereby to ter.zo, 

crie out, and lamentably to houle , and 

curſe the day wherein they were borne, ler.rg, 

to call that an vnhappy houre wherein 

their mothers brought them forth, to lob z, 

wiſh they had died in their birth,8& that 

they had periſhed ſo ſoone as they came 

| C3 out 


22 —_  Ofthecauſes 1, Chap, 
out of their mothers wombe; that ſome 
hill might fall vpon the & oucrwhelme 
them,that ſo they might ſhortly -be rid 
out of their paines : Yea they wil not be 
perſwaded that theſe things are ſent of 
God(for the moſt part) to ſuch as he lo. 
ucth, but rather to ſuch as he -hateth ; & 
that neuer a louing father wil handle his 
children ſo as they are handled ; Nowe 
the Diuell moſt ſubtilly lying in wayte 
for his aduantage , taketh hold on this 
their weakeneile, and ftriueth by little 
& litle by ſuch occaſis as theſe to work 
vrter deſperation in them; and by theſe 
means oftentimes forceth ſome to ſome 
fodaine, wretched and deſperate ends. 


_ CHAP. 8, 


Ke he F He Sixt cauſe of Deſperation is long 
pn cuſtome of fin, whereby a man yeel- 
i deth aad ſubmittch himſelfe as an obe- 
dient & ready bond-ſlaue to the Dine, 

little reſpeRing , if not vtterly content- 

ning both God and his word,whoſe dul 
eonſcience through giuing himſelf ouer 

to impurity & filchines of life, 1s waxed 

kar in iniquity,and corrupt wayes,and 

| as 


, C 3 p , ON Fs {5 51 
35 it were burned with a hot iron, ſo that 


he is now paſt all ſenſe & feeling of fin, | 
& this RE cultome groweth as 1t were Tengen 
into aſecod nature(in proceſle of time) weth into a 
which to expell is a matter of great dif.. ſecond na- 
ficulty, This is it which the Prophet Je. "ves 
rem,meant , where he affirmed that ir is 

as hard a thing for ſuch to do any good 

that haue bin continually inured witch 

doing of euil , asit is to waſh a Blacka- 

moore or Acthiopian skinne white : or 

to change the ſpots of a Leopard : And 
therefore according to our Engliſh a- 

dage, as that which is bred inthe bone, . 

wall neuer lightly out of the fleſh: ſo an 

old wont or cuſtome of any vice, bee it 

of lying, ſwearing , gaming , drinking, 
whooring,or any other ſuch like , will 

ſeldome or never bc remedied ; where- 

by it oftentimes commeth to paſſe, thax 

inthe cnd the Diuel by this meanes ha- 

uing laid a foundation ſo fitting his pur= 

poſe to worke on,bringeth his pld cu- 

ſtomers to difpayre, 


Ca... 


24 Remedies. 1, Chay, 
CHAP. 1, 


T he firſt Chapter concerning the Remedies 

' againſt the temptations and aſſaults of 
Satan,ben'y the firſt ſpecial cauſe of Deſs 
peration before intreated of in Chap, 3, 


4 5 O meete with the dangcrous and 
| &. manifold temptations of Satar,that 
__ greatencmy of mankiad , where- 
with he continually after othcr ſinnes 
firſt comitred , laboreth to bring vs into 
the deepe gulph of Deſperation; It ſhall 
not be amiſle, nay rather it ſhall beour 
beſt courſe and remedie, to learne and 
prattiſe that moſt ſure,ſafe , & excellent 
counſa:le, which the holy Ghoſt giueth 
by thoſe two worthy Apofiles of our 
tp**, S$Sauwnur Chriſt S. Paul & S: Iames wher- 
Mi , of $,Paulſath, Put on the whole armonr 
".*.", of God, that ye may be able toſtand againſt 
thi con the afſaults of the Dixell &. S.Iames ſaith 
ri »pantt Reſſarhe Dinuell,and he wil! flee from you: 
«1c 292- that is roſay, wee muſt ſtriue againſt all 
tr: ww ynlawfull and forbidden luſts by which 
aſ}-. iv of 
Sanin Decggeth, draweth, and haleth men 
fiom {:nne to ſinne, from bad to worſe, 


' and finallyto deſperation, the worſt of 
all fins. Had 


ae GB 


| 


| like good counfaile, and ſetteth downe 


againſt Deſperation, 1 Chap. 25 


' . '» Had Cain thus refiſted the Diuell, hee 


had neuer bin ſo far drawne ( as he was) 
from faithleſſe hipocriſie, to enuy ; fro 
enuy to murther , and fiom murther ro 
Del: eration, Had [udas the traytor thus 
refitted the Diuel wnen he by his intiſe- 
ment firſt yeelded to couetoulneſle,and 
fo for a little filthy lucre to betray his 
moſt louing, gentle, and kind Lord and 
Maiſter , he had not from thoſe fins one 
in the neck of an other finally fallen in- 
to deſpayre, wherin he became his own 
hang m-n, to the euerlaſting teflimony | 
of his owne damaation, 

Full worthy therfore, and very necd- 
full itn this caſe is S. /ames his counſaile, 
Reſiſt the dixell cc, yea and that inthe 
beginning, 

And S. Paul-gocth further on with the A deſcripti- 


on of the 


' manner of 
very plainely, with what manner of Ar- ,,nor wwh 


mour he would haue Chriſtians to buc- which Sairx 
kle and furniſh themſclues with , that ſo Pa#! would 
they may be found the more ready and = Cots 
able to encounter their general enemies "ry tay 
temptations : As firſt with Yerity, or yell, 
Truth ; which is the arming of cthem- 


ſclues with true and ſincere knowledge 
of 


26 ' » Remedies, | 1. (bop. 


F Thefirſt gf God, 75.1, 1, In the true ſeruice of 


pm God without hypocriſfie, in Spirit and 
Gt the Di. 774th Toſua,24.14 John 4.24. 3,Kin.2.4 
well yith, And likewiſe with vpright true ſpeak- 
ing and dealing with our neighbours, in 

word and deed,Eph, 4.25,Exo 23.1. 
Secondly,with the Breft-plate of righ- 
The ſecond zeouſneſſe: that is,with the earneſt appli- 
Rind of Av. ng and endeauouring of our ſelues to 
with the All verrue and godlines in our hues and 
Diuell is to conuerſations : Where note, that the 
be rehiſted, Apoſtle hauing placed Yerity,Trauth, or 
true knowledge of God, in the firſt 
lace: in very fit & good ranck & order 
placed this Righreouſnes;that is to ſay 
practiſe of true knowledge in holines of 
life in the ſecod place; as a godly father 
herevpon hath very well obſerued in 
theſe words: Vera dei cognitione & anims 
ſuceritate, e&+ puritate primii,deinde pia et 
antla wita ornari deber Chriſtiani milites- 
Chriſtian Souldiars ought firſt ro haue 
tacir hearts and mindes decked & fur- 
niſhed with true knowledge of God, 
with true ſincerity & purity of mind ; & 
Tec6dly , with godly 8 holy lit anſwe- 
rable to their true vs Hereby 


all ſleighty cunning & forcible entries 
| Vvnto 


arainſt Deſperation, 1.Chap, 27 
ynto Satans engines and ſubtle ſnares, 
ſhalbe debatrred and ſhut vp : hereby all 
the paſſages of our thoughts & imagi- 
nations ſhal bee preuented & taken vp, 
that he ſhal not ſo eaſily find any breach yy 4 
or weake place to inuade. For as on the ye niull is 
one {ide,by loſeneſle & licentiouſnes of embolden- 
the fleſh, by leawdnes of ourliues , by edtorempe 
our iniqui-1e and yngodlines, the Diueſl, * whereby 
is animated, fleſhed, and emboldened, \þ.. {1c te 
dayly to tempt & aſſault vs ; for he ſee- ,gdiſcourae 
ing in the corrupt 10of our nature a for- ged, and . 
wardneſſe to wickedneſle, he blowerh refilied, 
the bellowes and kindleth the flame of 
our bad inclination; he ſtirreth vs vp, & 
pricketh vs forward, till after hl 
ping vp of one fin after an other, atthe 
length he caſteth vs down neadlong in- 
to the bottormles pir of Deſperation:So 
on the other fide by this Armor of righ» 
reouſneſſe,fincerity , & integrity of an 
holy life, is the Diuel with-ftood & re- 
{.fted, and we become tne more able to 
ſtand faſt in the day af our temptation : 
So that it is not without juſt cauſe , that 
the Apoſtle compareth this Righteowſnes 
ene ſecond kind of ſpiritual Armor, vnto 
2 corporall Breaſ?-plate ; for that like as 

A 


»$ | Remedies, 'T, (hap. 
a Breaſt-plate ſaueth and fencetb the vie 
The rall parts of man, as his hea:t, liuer, and 
fruites of Entrayles;which once being firicken and 
henes, pierced mans life js loſt: ſo doth vpright 
Lolines neſſe,and hol:nefle of life , preſerue the 
heart and conſcience of man free & ſafe 
from the inuaſion & confuſion wrought 
by Sathan,from the fiery darts of infidee 
litie, hardneſſe of conſcience, coldneſle 
in religion, wickedneſle of life,corrupti. 
on in conuerſation, & finally from Deſ. 
peratio,the = vp=ſhot of al miſchicfs. 
Thethics Thirdly, muſt we arme and furniſh our 
kind of Ar. ſelues to reſiſt Satan the Diuell;with the 
mour fora Goſpel of peace,that is, our hearts muſt be 
Chr.ftan throughly acquainted,and = fraugh« 
5 red with the knowledge of that glad 
tydings of great ioy,which the Angells 
of the Lord brought at the byrth- of 
Chriſt ; that tidings of great ioy, which 
L,z,10, mult be vnto all nations, with that mcſt 
c6fortable and ioyfull embaſſage of the 
Reconciliation of man with God, which 
may full wel be called the Goſpel of peace 
for that it onely maketh the Conſcience 
of man quier,& art peace with God and 
it ſelfe : then the which what one thing 
in all the world, cau {eta man 7 fiee 
rom 


yori 
and 


, 


againſt Deſperation. 1.Cha. 


from all Deſperation? 

Fowthly, with Faith in Teſs Chriſt; The fourth 
wherewith the ſameS, Paul arming men —_— A 
againſt —_— aſſaults by Sathan and |, " f 
his miniſters,and prepating them tothe 
ſpiritual battle againſt the Diuell and 
his members , eacourageth them not to 
ſhrivke, but to cleaue faſt to this Fayth, 
whereby we may rel: and beate backe 
our ſpirituall enemy, | 

And likewiſe S. Peter inftcuRting vs to 
prepare and make our ſclues ſtrong, to 
encounrer with the common enemy the 
Diuell, teacketh vs to refilt him by faith 
eſpecially : Be ſober (ſaith he) and watch, x,Per.,.8, 

for your adrerſary the Dinell , goeth about 
ſeeking whom he may denoure , whom reſiſt 
ftedfaſt in frith. 

For this cauſe Saivt Baſil ypon the 3 2, Bafilius im 1 
Pſalme ſaith, hat man ts able to make a 33s 
war with the Dinell,unleſſe he flee for helpe 
to the Captaine of the Hoaſt through Faith 
&n him,to wound and thruſt through his &« 
memy ? | 

And likewiſe S. Augufine accounted 
ehis faith to be ſopowrefull, that #t- re- -—_ Jo 
Phteth; vanquiſteth and oner-conmmeth the " a8 marng 
Dixell, | 11-5 

| And 


What faith 
* 


! The fift 
| kinde of 
Armour 


7 4 


- 
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20 ', * * Remeates x, Chap, 
And this true Chriſtian Faith which 
is of ſuch-power as is aforeſaid, is a ſure 
truſtin the mercy of God the Father, 
through the merits of Chriſt Jeſ3s,when 
wee doe perſwade our ſelues molt cer. 
tainly of the pardon of our fins through 
Chriſts rightcouſnes ; aud of eternal ſal. 
uation by his paſſion, hereby obtayning 
peace in our conſ{ciences with God,an 
reſt,and wa!ke in obedience to his will 
and commandments by his word vnto 
vs reucaled Of this kind of Faith is en- 
treated in Abac.2.4-Rom,z ;38.Rom,s 1 
Ephef. 2.8, 

The fitt kinde of Armot to refiſt the 
Diuell with, wherof $, Paxl in the cata. 
logue. of a C hriſtian Souldjars armour 
maketh rehearſal,is the word of God:this 


' Js the Sword of the ſpirit , whereby the 


ſagoeſtions and wicked temptations of 
Sathan , axe beaten backe, propelled; & 
kepr off, euen as a man keepeth backe 
his enemy at the point of his Sword. 
With this kinde of Armour did: our 
chiefe captaine Chriſt Teſs in his man. 
hoot here on earth, Tefilt & pu backe 
all che Divell his ſubtle and falſe temp- 
tations , anſwering cuery one of ther 
; A with 


” againſt Deſperation. 1,Cha. 31 


with Scriptum eft, Ir is written : Whence Cheſt bim= 


we may learne by the like meanes,after — 


his molt excellent example to combarte to reſiſt the 
with the Diuell, and to giue him the Dulkls 
foyle, whenſocuer by him, or any his *<mptations 
wicked inftruements, we ſhal be temp- 

ted to this Deſperatio.:,or any other ſins 
whatſocuer, 

- If we be tempted to ſweare & blaſe 
pheme the holy name of God,it is to be 
refilted with Scriptum eft , It is w itten, 

T hou ſhalt not take the ame of the Lord 

thy God in vaine, If to polute & break the 

Lords Saboth day through either labo- 

ring about our pleaſures or profics , an- 
fwer,Itis writccn, Remeber that thou keep 

holy cc-If ro-murcher, and ſhedding of 
blood,by any forbidden way or means, 

or vpoht any valaiwfull occaſion wharſo- 

euer ; anſwer, Ir is written, Tho ſhalt do 

no murther. It to ſteale and purloyne by 

any valawfull meancs, directly or indi- 
xectly; anſwer,it is writte, Thow ſhalt not 
feale, If we be tempred to viury, let vs 


dray out this Sword of the Spirit, 7hou + 
foalt not gine to Vſury vnto thy brother = 2 3 > 


fury of mony,Vſury of meat,or of any other pggl,r 5.5, 
#hing.If he moue ys'to deccipt- & frau-: 
_ dulenc 


7» 1" :. Cop. 
dulent dealing,ler vs refiſt him with,It. is 
written, Let no m4: oppreſſe or deceaut his 
bratherin bargoning , for the Lord ts a 
Tuage in ſuch things If we beſolicited to 
Dilloyalty , & diſobedience rF#Princes, 
let vs {trive againſt that, with, Ic is wiits 
Rom.1z,1 ten, Let exery Soule be ſ:bieft to the highs 
223 er powers,C5c. Fit ally to be ſhort,to what 
kinde of finne, miſchicfe, or inconuente 
ence ſo cuer any of vs all ſhail happen to 
The Seri be drawne, iuticed , or inueigled, 'et vs 
tures do ny. ſearch the Scriptures, and we ſhal ſoone 
nifter fore finde ſtore cf Swords , of one kind or 0+ 
of Swords ther to anſwer, foyle and recoyle,what- 
_ eve- ſo euer this mortal enemy of curs can vie 
wm * orobict againſt vs : hecre is armour ee 
ptation " 
nough to finde him occupied with, 
Thefixt kinde-of ſpirituall Armour, 
and heave: ly furniture, wherewith Saine 
Thefixx Pay, or rather the Holy Ghoſt by Saine 
_ Paul, would haue vs complet and furnie 
- | "> ſhedagainſta'l the dangerous combars, 
" confi Qs, and wicked ſuggeſtions of this 
wicked and damicd ſpirit, thereby to 
aucyde,tepell,& yanquiſh him vrterly ig 
Ceuout, hearty , zealous & godly praver, 
Ouer ard beſides $,P;#l his irftruction, 
and moſt needfull cxhortaticn , my 


»-Theſ,4,5 
Len,25,14, 


| againſt Deſperation. 2, Chap. 33 
l caſe his and our Lord, Maiſter, and Saui- 
i) our Chriſt eſis, hach commended ynto 
4 vs this kind of weapon, when ke taught 
| ro pray with this petition, eAnd lad US 
not into tempratio,but deliner vs from enill 
Let vs then apply this Armor , this kind 
of propu'ſatiue weapon, and feruentlic 
and heartily vſe it: And firmely beleeue 
that which Dazid the Prophet for our 
ood incouragement hath written in 
Pſa.r45.19.God is nere to thoſe which call 
| vporn him,and will f#!fiil the deſire of them 
that feare him,and deliuer them.Whenſce 
euer therefoic wee ate tempted, allured, 
and drawne on by Sathar through couc- 
toutneſſe to riches.through ambition ro 
honour , through enute to murther, 
| through c6cupiſcnce tn adulcry,through 
| intemperarice to olvttony;orto be ſhore 
through any other ſinne to iniquity, Let 
vs ftraight-wayes by prayer, craue for 
. power and ſtrength from above,to ouer- 
come theſe temprations , and eſpecially 
the moſt dangerous ſ:ggeſtion'of Deſ- 
avre. 

"This kind of Armour is alwayes ready 
at hand, ſo that Sara» can no ſooner at- 
teinpt anything againſt vs, bur this wea» 

$*P pon 
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ponis as ſoone ready (if we heartily 8& 
zelouſly lay hold thercon ) to repel and 
Yanquiſh all his practiſes againſt ys: And 
therefore, Pray,pray,pray. 


CHAD. 2, 


The ſecond Chapter concerning remedies 
helpes againſt Ignorance, the ſecond cauſe 
of Deſperation , entreated of before in 
Chap.4- 


6 r——y the ſecond cauſe of Deſ- 
peration , to wit , Ignorance ; Our 

L ord Jeſus Chriſf who was noching 
ignorant of the manifold miſchiefes , & 
of the manifeſt dangers that the Diuell 
leadeth filly men into,as itwere blind- 
folded through blind Ignerance: and 
hee knowing that Ignorance is rather 
the mother of deſperation(as hertofore 
inthe 4, Chap of the Cauſes of Deſpe- 
ration hath beene ſufficiently prooued,) 
then of Deuotion , as the Papiſts haue 
inthis point ignorantly taught & main- 
taind: hath in his owneperſon,and with 
his owne mouth exhorted and admoni= 


Joh.5-29+ ; ſhed all men , tO Search the Seriprures, 
| which 


) 


: 6 againſt Defteration. 2, Chap. 35 
which is a leſſon in this caſe moſt neceſ- 
ſary for all men, to learne thereby to de- 
liver themſclues out of the dangerous 
gulfe of Ignorance;and ſo conſequently 
out of many other ſinnes,and finally our 
of deſperation ; where-into thoulands R 
through Ignorance, haue beene impluns 
ed and drowned for cuer, 

Letvs therefore for the remedie and fiemeds 
auoyding of finall Deſperation , where- , rar ” 
ynto ſo many runne headlong through norance, 
Ignorance, little knowing , and leflere- 
parding what they do, vntill it bee too 
late,recciue the word of God,which ( as 
S.lames ſaith) is able to ſaue our ſoules - 
with al readines like vnto the Nobleme 
of Berea,and ſearch the Scriptures daily, AQ.17,11 
.Let vs ſceke after the knowledge of Efa.ce.6 
Godin time, And as the Propher Eſay hate 
ſaid, Secke the Lord whiles he may be foiud 
 & cal vpo himwhiles he is nere. And letys 

be aſſured of this,that all miner of Igno- The day 
ranceis perillous; butwilfull Ignorance, of willfalt 
of all other is moſt pecilous?For it is ( as Ignorance, 
alearned Writer hath affirmed) aplaine , _ __ 
Prognoſtication , & a demonſtratiue ar- A.D.inche 
gument of eternall death . It is,a moſt doh 
hortible and OY. fora man ven, 
184 2 7c 


76, * Remedies © '2,'Chap. 
to refuſe InflruRions, deſpiſe Countaite, 
harden their Hearts , {tcppetheir Lates, 
&cl«ſe yp their Eyes agatultt God ; this 

is the very vp-ſhot ot euerlaſtir'g ruine, 
ka © Let the*Ignoranct th eretoretaat ſtand 
Inorans 1 this dangerous eſt ace, LEP? YTC with all 
muſt do, dilivence and attentiuerefie vnto the 
leaincd Miniſters & ai{perters of Gods 
moſt tacred word , and at their mouthes 
_ enquirethe knovledge of Gods lawes; 
+ This doth God bimielfe command ys 
Malac.4+ by the Prophet alachie, And wiien we 
feele our conſciences wounded let vs,at- 
ter the example of the godly , faichful, 
and deuout people, *who atter the hea- 
ring of Gods word preached, came vnto 
Peter and the reſt of the Apoltles, ſaying, 
A&.2, : Men andbrethren, what ſhallwe do? Even 
thus Iſay,ler vs come vnto Gods Mini- 
Conſell for ſters,and cor.feſle and acknowledgeour 
the I2no- preart blindnefle and ignorance , and ſay 
—_ vnto them Helpe vs, inſtru vs,teach vs, 
J* ſervs inthe way,& guide vsinthe paths 
What the of the knowledve of God,and of ourſal- 
true, Mini- yation * for ſurely they areche Phiſhtions 
ſters of 4nd Surgions of ou: ſoules,forhat if wee 
-_ wore epayrevnto them: rheyſhall ewe vs-to 
” "drinkeof the holſomeiyaters of knows. 
. ( ledge, 


gat. f | IESDEYATIONs _ 2. ap. 
ledge,to quench ourthirſt of Ignorance; 
they are the diſpencers of the manifolde 
graces of God , and the Lords Stewards 
toi giue each one of vs, our portions in 
due time, | 
We haue not Chriſt alwayes amongſt 

vs ( as appertayning to .his bodely pre 
ſence) but as himſelte ſayth, we haue the 
Paore alwayes amongſt vs: 1 euen ſo alſo 
we haue not Chri/t bimſelfe(that body ] 
meane,which litteth at the right hand of 
God the father) alwayes witi vs:bur yet 
our, Lord Chriſt, aſcending vp on high, 

aue vnto men among other gifts. .this 
gift al ſo{1t we could rightly cofider of it) 
of no {mil value ,cuc Paſtors & Doors; 
that is, the Miniſters of the Goſpell of 
Chriſt, that might infteninforme, and 
teach ys inthe. way of: life, that might 
declare vnto vs the ſecret counſailes and 
| hidden miſteries. of Gad-, that mjghg 

 arme ys wit) the Sword of the [f#7it, gym. 
which is the word of God, to eacounter true mini. 
& ref:{t out deadly enjmy the Diue! thet=!ters of 
with, Let vs ioyfully receaue them ; for V*4s _ 
who ſo receiucth thein as they ought to OY 4 = 
be, receiueth-a'ſo with the, bimthac ſent : 


them, whoſe Meſſengers they are : Lex 
| 3 Vs 


| dies, 3. Chap. 
vs here them, for they bring yato vs 
the word of life : Let vs giue credit ynto 
the Lords Miniſters, and Glory vnto the 
Lord himſelfe, that hath giuen in his 

reatloue this bleſſing ynto vs, to haue 
his meſlengers and Ambaſladours aby+ 
ding among vs, to declare and make 
knowne vnto vs by them , what his own 
good will and plcaſure is in all things, 
ro the auoyding of this blind ignorance, 
the very mother of Deſperation, and ſo 
conſcquently of eternall Damnation 
with the authorthereof, and his curſed 


Angels for ever, 
CHAP, 3, 


Of the great ſeruitude and bondage of ſins 
and of the remedies therecf, 


"*Oncerning the great ſeruitude and 
— bondage of fin being thethird (be- 
fore noted) cauſe of D Baration forthe 
helpes & remedies thereof this haue I 
bricfly to ſay,that what though we haue 
bin ſeruants vnto ſinne, and haue beene 
preſſed , &ſurprefled with the bondage 
thercof, ſo that we muſt needes confeſle, 
s | (vnleſſe 


- againſt Deſperation 3. Chap. 39 
(valefſe we ſhould proue our ſelues ly. 
ars,and that there were no truth in ys ) 
that we through our oftE doing of thoſe 
things which we ſhould not haue done ; 
& on the other fide,through our leauing 
off thoſe things vadon which we ſhould 
haue done , haue moſt iuſtly deferued 
Gods threatned curſes and plagucs to 
light on our bodies , our ſoules,our chil. 
dren, ourſtockes,our croppes, and cuery 
thing elſe we go about, & put our hands 
vito, What though our ſinnes fight a- 
gainſt our ſoules , and gnaw our conſci- 
ences, and be ready euen out of hand to 
lead vs into the moſt dangerous ftate of 
Deſperation? Whatthough we haue con- Examp'es 
n——_ and fallen out with our brerhrg ? tendingto 
as did Paul and Barnabas , who were fo "be fireng- 
hot in contention one againſt an other, —__ 
that they forſooke one anothers compa- hope,& pa « 
ny in high diſpleaſure and heare of their ticnce a- 
ſtomacks,the one taking with him Lake, 3g2ult dels 
the other /ohn ? What though we haue P*9P- 
ycelded vnto , pradtifed , and followed 
Opprefhon , Excortion, polling, pilling 
and wrelting what we can by hooke or 
crooke from our brethren ? So did Za- 
chens, yet notwithſtanding after his re- 

D 4 pentance 


Luk.19.2. 
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Luk 19.9. 


40 Remedies, © 7, Chap. 


_ his forlaking & teaſſing from 
ad gerting , tis xcititution, apd a!mes 
giuing , receiucd ;that molt chearctull 
and comfortableſaying of Chit, 7' x 
dey is ſaluation entred into thive houſe, 
What though we haue bin theeues,rob- 
bers & ſtealers of ourneighbors goods 7 
ſowas the theefe that was-crucified with 
Chriſt ; and yet ypon his humble, con= 
trite, and ſorrowfull confelſhon of his 
ſinnes, be heard this moſt ſweete word 
from Chriſt, Thi day ſralt thou bee with 
mce in paradiſe , What though wee haye 
mutthered and ſhed the bloud;orcaulcd 


.. the bloud to beſhed of ſome of our bre-' 


$.Kin,2 I, 


threntto did Dard to Yrias,and yet vp- 
obs zez/ous , inward & true vafayned 
ſorrowfulr.es and tepentance,hewas not 
taken awayinhis finnc , butfound par-' 
con, And ſo did-the Tewes which put to 
derth the Lord of life, . FEE 
King Manaſſes was an Idolater, he de- 
filed the Temple of God , he with-ftood. 
and did beat downe the truth, he ſer yp. 
Kdolatry,he was a Coniurer & a-South- 
fayer, he ſhed aboundance of Innocent 
blood, ſo that the ſtrcetes lowed rherc- 
with, he committed more abhominatt- 
ons 


 agninſ? Deſperation. 3, Chap, ga 


ons then the Canranites or Amorites who 


for their hilthines the Lord cut oft ou: of 


the land of the liuiong,, hee ſacrificed his 
ſonaes and daughtecs to Dirells: and 
yet ypon his wwe retiring to the Lord 
trom'the botrome of his heait,he found 
fauour and mer 

If our Gnnes then, orthe Fnnes of any 
oneotys, were as Srceuous as euer Wee 
the fannes of Manaſſes , yec yppon our 
true and vntaigned returne to the Lord 
ſhall we diſpayre of his mercy? thall we, 
or may we , or dare we thinke” rhat the 
mercy and powre ot the Lord is ſhorte- 
ned?or that God is not the ſame God 
he was? Is henot as ready to pardon & 
forgiue ſinnes, the finnes of a man re- 
penting,recurning,and faithfully calling 
vpon himgas everhce was the: finnes of 
AManaſſes? 

All chefe examples , and many. more, 
are written for our learnin &,comfort ard 
ſtrengthening of our faira, nope, and pa- 
tience, that wee ſhould in no' wiſe de{- 
payre vpon out true repentance, neyther 
for the multizade nor Femnegn of 
our fnnes. 

And likewiſe PY 0 it 15; written for the 

np; 
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Remedies, aol 3 (hap. 
5 , & as 1t were euen for the brea- 
the backe of'all damnable DeC. 


peration, and to held the hearts, andto 
reſtore the faynting and dully ſpiri:es of 
all ſuch as the ſeruicude and bondageof 
finne, this ourthird cauſe of Deſperati- 
on doth vexe arid preſſe downe: It is (I 


ſay) written, that the Sor of 9a» is come 


to ſane 


mens lmes And hee himſelfe hath 


ſaid, 1 am come to call not the inft but ſin- 
ers, And againe, /eſies Chriſt is come to 
giue his life a redemption for many , Alſo 
God the father hath not ſent his ſoune to 
iudge the world, but to the end the World 
#2ay be ſaued by him. 


Now 


burto 


what is it toſaue & not to iudge? 
deliuer from death and damna- 


tion 5 wherein welay in the middeſt of 
the bondage of ſinne; for ſinne is rhe 
death and damnation of the ſcule: Now 
he cannot ſauc ys except ſinne bee fiſt 
taken from vs ; And thercfote, and for 
this cauſe came /eſiss Chriſt the Sonne of 
God.,and he hath declared himſelfeto 
the world,tothe end that he ſhouldtake 


awayec 


ſuines, and ſhould deſtroyethe 


workes of the Diuell, If it bee ſo that 
[eſus Chriſt be come into the world to 


take 


' againſt Deſperation. 3, Chap, 43 
take away fins; and if the ſame were 
his intent and his meſſage,the purpole of 
Feſus Chriſt ſhall not fayle at all, and his 
meſſage remaineth ſtedfaſt and true; he 
then without al doubt,hath taken away 
this which the Diucl would perſwadeys 
$0 be a cauſe of Deſperation, this great 
ſeruitude and bondage of finne, from all 
thoſe that cruſt in him, and do verily be- 
lecue and perſwade themſclues in the 
bottome of their 'conſciences that it is 
molt true : but yet how comes this to 
paſſe? to wit, by /eſi« Chriſt only, by his 
owne free grace and metcy ; by the be- 
nefites andimerittes of himſelfe, who is 
our onely Saujour , without any other 
meane or merit;for he is the only Lambe 
of God, which takeh away the ſinnes of the 
world. Ag alſo' S. Peter ſayd to the 


Toh, 1.29, 


Jewes, T here is none other ſaluatia but on- pg i 


ly in Jeſus Chriſt ; for among men there ts 
giut none other name vnder heaut wherby 
we m2#ft be ſaued. And ſo Chriſt himſelfe 
ſaid after he was riſen from the dead. Z+ 


nenſt needs hane bin, that Chriſt muſt hauz Lul.24,44, 


ſuffered death,and that he muft hauc ryſen 
the third day from the dead,and that ame. 
Aement of life, and forginenes of fruns muſt 

be 


Calloſ.z 


44 - | Kemearer,”  3.:Ghap. 
be preached in his name to all people, and te 
all zations, O how ſweete and comftot- 
table are theſe. words and ſayings\of 
God. which 1s the onely eternall truech 
in deed ? O how worthy are they co be 
layge ypin the depth offour hearts , and 
tonaue our whole- confidence: repoled 
freely ypon them! And tothe Colloſians 
itis {aid God hath quickened us which: 
were dead in ſinnes with Teſus Chriſt, foro. 
#ing vs All owr treſpaſſes., and hath put out: 
the hand-writing that was againſt v.5,he 6 
#en tooke it-out of the way, and faſt:ned. it- 
03 the Croſſe. What meanerh be by this, 
but one!y that Jeſs Chriſt hath taken a» 
way the Oblioation of qur.debt ? to,wit, 
that wedid owe for our ſipnes, and hath 
taken i: &ticd it with\himſelte ypon the 
Croſle, & hath indeed paid it tull birter- 


ly: who alſo is for vs & will ſurcly take 


away this great ſcruitugde & bondage of 
ſid, (which the Diue!l would ie as an in- 
ſtcument of Deſperation'againſt ys.) in 
caſe we will beleeue his word,& thatwe 
can ſettle our mindes,& quiet ourt eats, 
t&account and cſteome his bitter paſſion 
arid merits'to beeſo great.and of Juch 
yalue, that they arcable, efteCtuall, _ 
0 


' againſt Deſperation. 3,Cha. ag 
of ſufficient ſtrength, to obtaine theſe 
atorefaid things tor vs., And Chrites 
prayer to his heauen!y Father is-heard, 
and cemaynerh-heard continuaily when 
he praied, ſaying, pray not for theſe alone 
I nis there preſent Diſciples ) 

it for thens alſo which ſhall belcene in me 
through their word + Wheretore the ſame 
prayer includeth euery onec! y. fo fane 
torch as we be'ecue, and p'ace theſame 
in our hearts , and wholy.repoſe our 
felues thereon, 

And S, Perer ſ1ith, Teſius Chriſt hath co- | 
manded vs to preach vnto the people,and to AQ.10,42, 
teſtifie that it 1s he that is ordained of God v3" 
. @ Tudge of the quick '&F the a2:d,> that to 
bim all the Prophets gine witneſſe , that 
through his name all that beleene.ſhould re- 
eine remiſſion of ſins. 

» Moreoucr,S Parl ſaith, God hath-made 2.Cor. 
him which knew no ſinne , ſinne for vs, to 

the end that we ſhould be made the righte= 
onſneſſe of God in him. 

And hereis.to beoted , what righte- What mas 
ouſneſſe,. oi Iuſtice & goodneſſe that is, Ir of righ=. 
which God requireth and eſteemeth ; GN 

_— | ! requie 
whichis no other, but that one'y which eh ar cur 
dwellcth and holdeth yppon the Iuſtice, hands, - 

32/158" Good- 


Ich.17.20. 


5,22 


"I. | Remedies 3. Chap, 
Goodneſle \, and merit of Jeſicv (Thrift, 
being vtterly ignorant of the Tuſticeor 
Rightcouſnes and goodnes which many 
do {ceke in their owne good works, 

Bur yet when 1 ſtand ſo much yppon 

this point , to prooue that our ſinnes 

ſhould be no caule of deſperation , (a 

thing which the diuell greatly vrgeth & 

obicCterh againſt the conſcicce of an ig« 

norant man ) for that our fins are taken 

away by the innocent Lambe ( hriſt Te 

ſ,cthat he hath ſufficiently paid the ran- 

ſome therof,& that we are become righ- 

teous by the righteouſhes of Teſ7# ( hriſt, 

it is not here my meaning , neither wold 

I haue any man ſoto miſtake mee , and 
miſ-ynderſtand mee, that I thinke, or 

would haue any other men to thinke 

hereby, that there is no more f{innc in vs 

or that finne dwelleth not in theſe our 
— mortal bodies: for I confeſle it plainely, 
the belee— 2Ndit is too true, that finne indeede 
vers, and in dwelleth in vs;bur yet to the great coin- 
the moſt fort of an afflicted conſcience againſt 
—_— deſperation I affirmeit (hauing the ho- 
ever © ly ſctiprures for my teachers herein)thar 
yerragneth although the roote of fin , thenaughty 
notinthem diſpoſition , and unclination to finne re» 


mayneth 


agairſt Defperation. 3.Chap. 47 © 


maineth alwayes firong in a Chriſtian, 
and neuer can be wholy vanquiſhed be 
fore we put off by death,this finfull fleſh 
of ours ; although (TI ſay) it do dwell in 
vs, yet it doth raigre in any Chriſtian 
beleeuer; yer it is not able ro damne a 
true faithful belecuer : It cannot (I ſay) 
damnevs, for as much as we are in /eſzs 
({briſt, and that wee doe fight andtriue 
| againſt the remanent of finne, albeit we 

ttagoer and waver ſomctimes , and doe 
fecle and perceiue our ſelues to be aſlay- 
led ſomrtimes by the ſtrong temptations 
of the diuell, and the fleſh, This is it thar 


S Paul writeth of when he ſaith , There Rom.E.x, | 


# 10w no damnation to them that are in 
(rift Teſuu, which walke not after the fleſh 
but after the ſpirit, 

The remaynent & roote of {in dwel- 
leth alwayes in vs, butwe like ynto li- 
centious worldlings , giue itnotthe bri- 
dle, and ſuffer it not to ravge too farre, 
and totake todeepe a roote, but wee 
breakeir, tame it, and make it ſubie& 
ynto vs by walking after the ſpirit, &c. 
and then nothing more ſurethen that 
there ſhalbe no condemnation at al vnto 
vs thereby, neither any cauſe of deſpe- 

ration 


19, 


M ich, 7.1 e, 


4s -* Remelis' + 3, Chap, 
ration therby, for that we areiuſtified by 
our Faith and delivered from finne ; ro 
wit, theſe finnes which might condemne 
vs, the roote, originall, and mother 
ct {inne yer notwithſtanding fbll aby- 
ding., 1emayning, and dwelling m. vs; 
againſt which wee warre and (triue, as 
long as we continue in this life; bur the 
victory remainerh ro our Cnieftaine & 
head-Caprain eſis Chriſt, by the law of 
his ſpuit, which maketh vs tolive in him, 
and nath ſer vs free from the right of 
fn and ceath (infſuch fort that weema; 
ro morefeare finne, por death ) by Jeſs 
Chriſt, who l:ath cuercome all A our 
wea'th, and hath reconciled vs eternally 
to hits Father ; who as our deate Father, 
from hence-forth will ſhewe fauour vn- 
to vs, far the 'oue of Jeſus Chriſt his deare 
Sonne . and ſo will take from ys all our 
ſinnes as though we had neuer commit- 
ted them, Euen ſ» doth he promiſe,ſai- 
ing God i one God.willing to ſhew vs grace 
and mercy, ke will turne to vs and will bee 
fanourable,ef he will take away our iniqui- 
ties;and caſt our ſins into the depth of the 
Sea. + nd againe it is ſaid of Gods won» 
detfull mercies , The Lord zx full of» com=- 
| paſſion 


| ther8 vaſe 


paſſion and mercy,long ſuffering & . great 
goodneſſe: He will nor aiwayes bee chiding, 
neither keeperh he his anger for ener. Hee 
hath not delt with vs after onr finnes , nor 
rewarded vs according to our iniquities. 
For looke how high the Heanen is in com+ 
pariſon of the earth,ſo great 1s his mercie 
alſo towards them that feare him : Looke 
how wide alſo the Eaſt is from the Weſt , ſo 
far hath he ſet our (ins from vs: Tea,like as 
a Father pittieth his owne children, euen ſo 
i the Lord mercifull. unto them that feare 
him : for he kroweth whereof we be made ; 
he remen-breth that we are bt duſt.Cc. 


againſt Deſperation. 3. Chap. 49 


Plal.102. 
3.9,10.&C, 


Otche great mercies of God towardes pj,coc of 
finncrs,readqmore in Pſal. 145, 8. 9. ard holy Scrip« 
147.9.10. & in /oel.2, 17, Mathis, rt, tures,ſet - 


2.Cor.1.3 Eph.2.,4,1 Tim, 1,13. vat 


Surely taeſe places arewords of moit 
rareand fingular conitort, and they beg 
certayne,firme, ſurc, and. vnchangeable; 
ſpoken and pronounced by the eternall. 
verityitſelfe, & therfore not: to bermiſ* 


truſted or defpairey: of , But yet let vs' 


take hcede, leaſt that vaſe be verifted in 


Vs, | | 
Staki dum itans vitia in cotrariacarrt 
19.11 E Ler 


o fing forth 
. Cods great 
mercyes. 


50, Remedies - 4. Chap, 
Let vs notabuſe Gods mcrcies , makin g 
a cloake thereof ro couer our finnes:Ler 
vs not preſume too farre, and ſay as in 
Eccleſraſtic. 5.6.T he mercy of God is great 
he will forgiae my manifold ſms : for mer- 
cy and wrath commeth from him &&c. 


CHAD. 4. 


T he fourth (hapter concerning the Remes 


dies to be wſed againſt the fourth cauſe of 


Deſperation,ariſing of the doubts ſuggeſt- 
ed by the Dizcell unto many men to bring 
them into deſpayre of their ſaluation,by 
meares of the ſmall nt:mber of theſe that 
ſhall bee ſaned,in compariſon of the greas 
»umber of the reprobate, 


I in deed is the power, & mani- 
A cata- fold & maruailous are the policies; 
warts deuices,wiles, ſubtilties , afſaultes, 
many andſuggeſtions,wherewith and wherby 
things Chat wylic Foxe,that old bitten Dogge, 
wherby the that ſubtle Sathay the Diue!l , day!y and 
_— cat. howely practiſeth to entice, allure, and 
a fox. = euen aSit weie to force multitudes of 
fin 2nddeſ- men here on earth, into one finne or 0s 
peration, ther, wher-ynto he findeth and pay 
nem 


m7... -__— 


7... 


arainſt Deſperation. , Chap. 51 
them to be naturally enclined ; and laſt 

of all ypon one occaſion or other, into 
Deſperation, 

It he efpieth a man to be rich, and to | 
haue worldly blcfſings through the gift ,q.h yy Fe 
of God,then will he apply him earncltly riches, 
by his proſperity to lull tim aflcepein 
the forgertulneiſe of God, in worldly 
Pleaſures, pleaſant Vanitics , and tranſz- 
tory delights, comforts,and ſolaces; and 
by truſting in his riches to lite vp him- 
ſelfe arrogantly aboue others ; to ſwell 
in pride, and to coritemne his brethren, 
commuting ( and thar with great ſawci- 
neſſe and boldneſſe) manie fond. palpa- 
ble, and grofle errors and follics, againſt 
Gods word , cuen as if hee ſhould ſay, 

Who is the Lord ? 

On the other fide if a man be poore,he How the 
laboureth therby to make him contemp- — 
tible before the world. to pinch and nip tw La_ 
him with the want of many things ne= ** 
ceſſary both for back and belly,that hee 
ſeeth before his face many others haue 
inereat & in aboundant meaſurc;he {o- Pro.zo g, 
liciteth him to ſteale,torake.the name of 
God in yaine,to ſcekefrer gaine by vn- 
honeſt, vnlawfwl , and yngodly meanes ; 

| $6 E 2 to 


| 52, Remedies "A a) 4. Chap. 


ro murmure , diſtruſt, blaſpheme,, and 
_ deſpayre, 
Divoll - If a man haue Friends he will vic the 


tcmpteth 45 his inſtruments , ro tempt ynto ſome 
by friendz, cuill by their lewd and wicked coun- 
Cen3.6, faile, as hedid procure Exah to do vnto 
_ _ eAdam,Tob his Wite to Job, Haman his 
5+ Wifevnto Haman., 
How the Ifthou haft enemies,then will he prick 
Diuell = thee forward by their proceedings and 
—_— dealings againſt thee, vnto vniuſt chol- 
A ler, wicked anger, and diuliſh reuenge, 
How the If thou be carefull tor thy family,wife 
Duwell and children,he will take hold vpon that 
— occafis to fiuftethy heart with too much 
Me deſire of hauing,and getting by right or 
: by wrong,and therby through extreame 
couctouſneſſe,make thee to fore-goe all 
odlines and piety, 

Howthe On the other fide,if thou bee carelcſle, 
—_ F that's it that he can make uſe of alſo; for 
by fecurity 25 S.Bernard faith, Infert diabolia ſeonri- 
& careleſ. tatews, vt inferat etiam perditionem . (Fc. 
neſle: In heauen Angels became diuells, In Pa- 
radiſe Adam and Exah fel intodiſobedi- 

ence,In the ſchoole of Chriſt , Indas be- 

came a traitor to his Lord & Maiſter: & 

al this (faith S, Ber», ) through m—_ 

an 


againſt Deſperation. © q. Chap. 53 
and retchleſnes,to keepe them-ſelues in 
that good ſtate wherein they were once 
ſet, 

Haſt thou ſtrength ? thereby will hee 
take occaſion to embolden and harden 
thee to do iniury and wrong, and to ſet 
ypon thy weaker. 

Haſt thou healch and a ſtrong able bo $7 
dy ? by thoſe will he induce and entice tech þy. i 
thee to one kind or other of leawdnes ftrengrh. 

_ anddiſſolutnefle, by health, 
Haſt thou beauty ? that will ne make —_ 
an inſtrument for bawdry;an inticemeat hows _ 
and an allurementto voluptuouſneſle & | 
wanton delights, | 
Halt thou honour and dignity in the How the 
world ? thereby wil he blow hebellowi drivel tewp- 
of pride,audacity and boldnefle, to op- _ by = 
preſſe,to cruſh , and tread vnder-foote HR 
thine inferiors. aA 
Haſt thou Viuacity, or quicknes of ſpi- t-wthe 
rit,and ſharpneſſc of wit and learning ? — 
theſe alſo will he {triue to abuſe & wreſt " ws of 
to ſerue his turne to excogitate, 1nuent, (+ and 
and deuiſe a thouſand vanities ; yea, and ſharpne: of 
all the rare and excellcnt gifts of God, V+ 
which God doth beſtow on any man : 
this Diuell , this arch-enemy of man- 
| E 3 kind 
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— Remedies, 


—_ 4: 
kind will leaue no wayes , nor. meanes 
vaattempted , to procure man to abuſe 
theſamero a cleane contrary cnde (if it 
were pofi1ble ) ro that for which they 

How the WEE beſtowed, 

dive! temp. And finally,the very Word of God, gi- 

teth by uen through Gods great and infinite 

Godsword ogdncfle, ro be our ſpirituall Sword, to 

refiſt and encounter the Diuell wich ; 
which as S. James laith, zs able to [awe the 
ſoules of men:which as S, Pal ſaith,is the 
power of God to ſaluation to euery one that 
beleexeth:which as holy Danid ſaith; was 
a lanterne wnto hu feete,& a light unto his 
pathes This, euen this, will the Diuill ſo 
farre fotth as cuer hee may, with all the 

Fow the Cunning fetches,crafts, and policies that 

d:ue[lw:ll eucrhe can deuiſe, ſecke to abuſe,wreſt, 

a>we,wreſt and miſaplic , from the true meaning 

- — ſence and fhonification thereof , to con- 

 firmelies, vntruthes , and hetefics there- 
by : he will draw ſome texts and ſepten- 
ces thercof'to bring men into preſump- 
tion of their own Vertues, Wotthineſle, 


'FF, = 
o - 


and merits , to their ytter oucrthrow, #4: 
And likewiſe with ſome other places & *.- 


ſentences thcreof,he will beftir himſeltc 


to bring men to wauer in faith,to doubt 
of 


| 
/ 
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againſt Desperarione . 
of Gods graces and mercies through 
Chriſt, ſo finally to fall intovtter deſ< 
peration, And thus doth he dayly abuſe 
' and wrelt all thoſe places of holy Scrip- 
tures before noted and alledged in the 
foutth cauſe of Deſperation, tending to 
proue the ſmall number of thoſe that 
; ſhall be ſaued,in compariſon of the huge 
and great number of the reprobate. 
| Thoſe places I ſay, doth hevrge vpon 
| the con{ciences of many in the world, & 
|. by his miſapplyingof them, and by his 
| #* . | 
milconſtcuing of Chrts purpoſe, drift, 
and mcaning therein, draweth and dri- 
ueth them to feare and to tremble , to 
doubt and diſpayre , that they are none 
of that ſmall number, {ceing to few ſhall 
be ſaued. 
But O thou mzn that art thus tried, 
tempted, and drawne towar:'s tCMmPta* The rye 
. tion! for thy remedy and helpe hercin yſe of thoſe 
Search the Scriptures , a11d conſider yp- Scriptures 
_ on thoſe place;,to what end & purpoſe _ = 
+ Chriſt delivered this doctrine, and thou "gray 
@©$$thale anon proue and finde, that his be, to 
RY. meaning was notbing lefſe thEro drive bring men 
men into diſpayre, bur rather hereby to '? _ 4 
exhort,perſwace, and to giue caueats, "I — 
and ** 


Phil, ze 22, 


ah. Chap 
and warning peeces vnto all men that 
run at randome after the world, to re- 
member themſcluecs, and their dangers, 
and tickle ſtates; to awake & rouſe the 
vpthat are ſo faſt lulled a fleepe in the 
dangerous crad!e of ſecurity , & wretch- 
leſnefle. that ſothey might be touched, 
mooued and ſtirred yp to embrace in 
time when time ſerues, a farre more di- 
ligeat and watchfuil care of their ſalua- 
tion,that by ſuch meanes, they may bee 
fou:;:d in tne number of Chrifts litle flock 
and of thoſe few that ſhalbe ſaued;who 
the Apoſtle Pax! exhorted to” make ar 
gnd of their ſuluation with feare and trem- 
bling : by which they might bee made 
more carefull and more diligent in that 
their ſo waighty a buſincs, 


CHAP, s. 


The Fift chapter wherein are conteyned the 
comforts,helpes, and remedies againſt the 
fift cauſe of Deſperation which 2x the hea- 
ny and grext waight of croſſes , affiittions, 


troubles ard neceſſities,that God ſuffereth 


to fall vpon many in thts life, 


Moſt 


—— —_ — 


a OC I——— ————— a __- 


aduerſicy their learned Vniuerlity, Y,- 
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Oſt true, molt notable, and moſt 
comfortable for the diſtreſſed & af- 
flicted children of God, is that golden ——— 
ſentence of the holy Ghoſt, penned by 
his choſen veſlell $,Paxl. Rom $8.28, All 
things works together for the beſt , to thens 
that loue God. Foreuen the atHictions & 
troubles of Gods children are ſo ſanRi- 
fied vnto them by the ſpirit, that by the Hcb.1r2.10 
ſame they are made pertakers of Gods ho- 
lineſſe. By the ſame they enioy the quiet Heb. 12.14 
fruit of Righteouſneſſe, By the ſame rhey 
attaine ynto a greater meaſure of Joy i: 1-Theſ,1.6 
the holy Ghoſt, By the ſame the world is 6 al. 6. 14, 
crucified to them, and they to the world, 

By the {ame they are made,conformable ,, co, ;,, 
to Chriſts death , By the ſame theyare z2, 
kept from the condemnation of the 
world. By theſame they learne experi- Kon. 5.5. 
ence,paticnce, hope,&c, Theco 

So thattheſe things rightly pondered ,, 
weighed, and conſidered, their Crofies ; gmmo. is 
are mercies, their loffes gaines , their af= tics ot the 
fictions are their ſchoo'inos, and their £94fs and 
ai'f]. tions 
uoide thou Sathar, thou canſt not make ir ag 


theſe afflictions,crofles and troudles nei- 
ther good nor likely cauſes of Deipe- 
ration, 


"Remeadtes, 5. ( ap. 
ration,ſo they be taken, borne, and vſcd 
as they ought to bee, for itis written 
for the learning. , comfort, helpe, and 
remedie of all Gods afflitted children, 
whome thou wouldeſt full gladly per- 
ſwade, that their affiCtions are ſignes & 
prognoſticating tokens of Gods wrath ; 
and fo conſequently if thou could, thou 
wouldſt draw them therby to diſpaire of 

Pro.2,12, Godsloue and mercy, It is w.itrea I lay; 
That the Lord corretteth him whom hee 
loneth, euen as the father doth the child in 
whom he delighteth. And againe, Cy 

Heb12.5,6 Son, deſpiſe not the chaſtening of the Lord, 

Trbag-Ceb either famt when thou art rebuked of him: 
for whom the Lord loueth,he chaſtenerh;& 
he ſcourgeth exery ſonne that he receineth, 
If yee indure chaſtening,God offereth him= 
ſelfe unto you,as wnto ſonnes; for what ſon 
zs 1 who the father chaſteneth not? [f ther 
fore ye be without correttion, whereof all are 
partakers,then are ye baſtards & nat fons, 
and ſo forth vnto the 12, verſe, Theſe 
and many other ſuch like ſayinges and 
ſentences of the holie ſcriptures,are moſt 
euident teſtimonics,thar afflictions tro 

| bles,creffes,and vexations , areſure to- 
kens of Gods grace, mercy , and fauour, 
| WAETC» 
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_ agamnſt Deſperation, - 5, Po FC 
whereby God afſuieth ys of his merciful 
will and fatherly good heart towards ys 
and not fignes of his wrath & heauy diſ- 
pleaſute , as tne Diuell would perſwade 
ys,thereby to cauſe ys to deſpayres 

God indeed oftentimes ſendeth euilles ,,, God 
euen ypon his owne beloued children ; Mr = 
bur yecto the intent to do. them good wll to his 
thereby : and withall in the middeſt of childien, & 
thoſe cuills which he toucheth the with i _ 
he ſendeth them ſome comfortsto hold {re 
their hearts with, Examples hereof you widdeſt of 
may ſee in Adam and Exah, for whe for euills, 
their diſobedience God would baniſh 
them out of that moſt pleaſant place in 
21l the world whercin at the firſt he had 
placed them, yer in the middeſt of that 
puniſhment which he had laide yppon 
them, his fatherly kindnefſe ſhewed it 
ſelfe ; for before he droue them out, hee 
made them coates to arme them againſt 
al ro he comforted them with "IR 
a promiſe of the bleſſed ſeed ( Teſs (briſk) * 
which ſhould reſtore that ſaluation to 
mankind, which they had loſt by yecl- 
ding to the Serpents entillngs, 

This was and this is, the molt kind & 
louing dealing of God with man;he will 

make 


do Kemedies, 5. (Þap. 
makeys to finart a litthe for our ſinnes : 
here is his juſtice: bur yet fo that he will 
not vtterlie fotſake vs , nor giue vs oucr 
foreuer : hereishis mercy, Auoide ther- 
fore Sathay,, 'once lay againe auoide 
ceaſe to ſuggeſt or to ingeſt into an 
mans heatt,that he ſhould think mas.” 4 
that God doth crofle & afflit him, that 
therfore he doth hate,forſake,and vtter- 
ly caſteth of thoſe with whom he ſo dea- 
leth : for this is moſt true, that as Chri#t 
Teſs hath taught vs to call vpon him by 
the name of a Father,ſaying, Onr father 
which art in heaxen,cc.1o heloues vs as 
aFather, for his ſake : and againe hee 
will be more mindfull of vs, then our 
owne Mothers ; for why ? himſelfe hath 
{o taught vs,and ſo promiſed , as appea- 
rethin Eſa.qg, 

Examine and conſider but a little the 


How God proceedings and dealings of Mothers 
Joueth and and Fathers with their children, & ther- 


dealeth 
with his 
children, - 


by ſha'l you ſee and perceiue more 
elerely, how God handles his children 
ynder their afflitions , troubles, and 
croſles. 

Itis the faſhion and manner of a good 


kind, and naturall Father , thar faine 
would 


againſt Deſperation. 5.C hap. GT 
would ſee good proofe of his child, firſt 
to inſtructand teach him in the vertuous 
courle and waies of wel doing: Second- 
ly,to giue him oftentimes warning and 
monition , to keepe him in that good 
way which he hath taught him: Thirdly 
it words will not ſerue, then to ierke 
him nowe and then with the rodde : 
Fourthly, in caſe his chi!d beeing now 
growne vp, waxe {tubborne , malapart, 
and diſobedient,if he will needes ſpend 
his thrift wantonly, prodigally,and ryo- 
roully, in ill company , then comes his 
Father and drawes him out by the eares 
and with a whip or cudgell , beates him 
till his bones cracke, 

All this he doth, & yer with a fatherly 
loue, and a naturall kinde affection, to 
feare him, and to tame him ; and as it 
were with violence, to bring him to a- 
mendment , not minding to. forſake 
him, nor vtterly to caſt him off for cuer, 

Euen ſuch as this , is the dealing of our 
heauenly, Father with his vntowardly, 
ftubborne, and diſobedient. children ; 
For, firſt hee teacheth and inſtructerh 
them by the Miniſters, Teachers , and 
Preachers of his holy word and will : 

hee 
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he giueth them ofcen monition and war- 
I WO" ning towalke in his wayes, and to liuc 
efrbar in his obedience ; which if they deſpiſe 
lorttney and wili not follow, then hee vſeth his 
are, rods,as pouctty,ſickneſle, diſcaſes, croſ- 
ſes in their chilaren , in their ftocke in 
their crop,and ſuch like : and when this 
will not ſerue,nor do any good , bur ſtill 
on they waxe obſtina:e and ſtubborne, 
and care ou neither for words nor wat- 
ning, for (tripes nor gentle correction: 
then God ſendeth vpon them more hea- 
uy & grecuous puniſhments,as plagues, 
peſtilences,dearth,caſualties of fire, wars 
lofle of vitory, fire and ſword,captiuity 
and other ſuch like great & almoſt intol- 
lerable miſchiefs : and all theſe to work 
inthem acknowledging of God,hiibling 
What God th(ſelues vnder the mighty hand of God 
ſeekethto ſorrowfulnes of hart for their negligence 
— in ſeruing of God, and true vnfayned re- 
hardly with PE ance, and turning againe vnto God, 
his ctul- whorthen is asready to receive them as 
dren, eucr he was before,and with mercy and 
louing kind benefites to blefle them - 
Examp'es hereof, holy ſcriptures aftorde = 
ys nct a few,but eſ--ecially in the gouern 
ment of Gods choſe peoplethe 1//alites, 
yc-here- 


againſt Deſperation. 5. Chap. 63 
wherin it doth plainely appeare, that al- 
though God did oftcatimes puniſh the 
diſobedience & falling away of thoſe Jus 
ople; yer it cuer prooued nothing els, 
- the diſpleaſure of a kind and louing 
father , which ſought not their ytter 0+ 
uerthrow, but ratber their reformation 
& ame:dement, Let vs therefore in the 
like caſes , not deſpaire ot Gods mercy, 
bur amend our former wicked courſe of 
life & yeeld our {clues pno_ ynto our 
heauenly Father,& 1c1oyce in hum, ia the 
middeſt of our ctoubles & afflictions,for 
as much as there is nothing more ſure 
the that if we returneto him, but he will 
likewiſe turne again ynto vs with a gra- 
cious & father'y minde,heart,& goodwil 
In this behalte alſo is God compared 
and likoned vnto a kind louing morher; 
for like as a natural Mother is very carc- —_—_— 
full war chfull & diligentabout her child, Childien 
ſhe rrimmeth ir. ſhe dreſſerh it feedeth it Ike varo a 
nouriſheth it,praicth ro God hartely for kindlouing 
it & doth al the good ſhe can foric with ein 
a moſt louing,tender,& motherly affeRi NG 
on; & yer now and then ſheis ſo diſqui= 
eed in her mind, ſo moued and prouo- 
ked by her childs peltiſhnes frowardnes 


and 


—  __ 
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and vnrulineſſe, that ſhee is eucn againſt 
her owne nature, forced to bee angrye 
with it, to chide it, and ſometimes to 
beat it: Euen ſo like ynto this motherly 
dealing, is the property and naturall at- 
tection of, God towards mankind, who 
as he would not the death of a ſinner, fo 
neither delightcth he in any manner of 
griefe, ſorrow, trouble, or miſfortune of 
man,were he not ſometimes ſtirred vp, 
moued,and proucked, through our fro- 
wardnes,vnthanktulnes,& vnkindnes,to 
chaſten & corrc vs . And like as a Mo- 
tker,though {hc bee angry & offended 
with hcr child for atime , yet her diſ- 
plcaſurc ſoone paſſeth awaye, ſhee gi- 
ueth it'not ouer , ſhee forlaketh it not, 

ſhe forgetteth it not for euer,Euen after 
the like faſhion doth Gag, our heauely 
father deale with man, Nay more mind- 
full,more kind, and morepittiful is God 

towards vs. This is moſt true, the mouth 
of God himſclfhath ſpoken it; for theſe 


E Efa.49, 15-are his words, Car a word forget her own 


Child, not haue compeſſion on the ſon of 
her wombe? though (pe ſhould-forget,yet wil 
not I forget thee. And finally ( to draw to: 
an end oi this copatiſen-).euen as a = 

| tier 


| apninſt Deſperatian, F. Chap. 6s 
ther whemher child is impiſh , peeuiſh, 
and wayward , menaceth-and threate- 
neth it to.throw it away to a Beggar, & 

ſcarreth it with ſome Bugges , Throftes, 
Hobgoblins,or ſuch like,and al tro make 
it quiet,and to cling the more vnto her: 
ſo likewiſe our good Father,when he ſe- 
eth that we forget him, make ſtnal/errc- 
konine of him than becomes vs,& waxe 
ynthankful,& vatowardly to al goodacs 

declining and haſting oa apaceto follow 
all fin and iniquitie ; then he ſometimes 

ſheweth vs the terrible faces of fearc< 

full troubles and dangers , and hee will 

vring vs into great perrils: yea, and for 

our ynthankfulneſfle and other ſuch like 

offences , he will now & then take away 

by one meanes orother , our hcalth,our 

wealth,our peace;our libeitie,our ſafety, 

QC, 

And all this doth hee to cauſevs to 
turne backe againe vnto him , to cleaue 
and cling the faſter ynto him, to pray,8& 
call ypon him the more faithfully , hear- 
_ tely,and zealoufly for his-help & deliuc- 
rance,to eſtcem better of his gifts, when 
we enioy them, and to.be more thanke- 
full for them when we haue them, 

F So 


66 Remedies . 5, Chap, 
So that the ycry cauſes of all trou-' 

bles, crofles, and calamities are not to 

worke in ys murmuring & grudging, & 
deſpaire,but if we wil waigh them & c6- 

fider them throughly,to make good vſe 

of them, they may turne to our great 

profit and benefite,and not to out hurt : 

For like as a naturall Father and mother 

do, {o doth God louc vs when he ſmi- 

teth vs ; he fauoureth vs,whe he ſeemeth 

to be moſt againſt vs ; when he ſeemerh 

to be molt angry,he aimeth moſt at our 

good,for as S, Auguſt faith, Melins nonit 

medicus quid expediat quay & | W The 

ſicke man the patient, neuer knoweth ſo 

; well what is good for him as doth the 
God dea- Phyfitis,And therfore the. Phyſitions & 

lechr with Suro) he they {i nated 

tis childre urg1Ons WiC TNEY LICE No Otner reme y 
25 Phiſiti= for the recoucry, curing, & amending of 
ons & Sur- their ſick corrupted & infected patients, 
gions do yſeto miniſter vnto them tart, bitter, 
—_ harſh, and vnpleaſant things, &to ſeare, 
"  biirne,& cut away corrupted,rotten, and 

dead fleſh with ſawes, yron, and other 

ſuch like inſtruments,and all to ſaue and 

cherifh the ſoimd and whole parts, Ve 

pars ſmcera trahitkr , leaſt that which 'is 

whole, ſhould by the other be currupted 

- infeted 
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infe&ted &-poyloned : cuen ſo doth God 
ſometimes (whea he {ces tis beſt for ys) 
plague our Bodyes ſhatply & greeuouſ- 
ly, that our ſoules may be pteſerued and 
ſaued , The Phiſition in compounding 
of his beſt Triacle,vieth Serpents, Adders 
ond other poyloned things,that withthe 
' ſame he may driue our one poyſon with 
an other: Euen ſo God ( as by Hiſtories 
plentifully in gods Booke it appeares ) How God 
v{eth the miniſtery, helpe, and ſeruice of vizeh _ 
Diuells, and 6f moſt diuelliſh & wicked anathe nd 
men, by them to afflite and chaſtice ys, miniſtery 
and yet to do ys good withall ; & after- of Diuells ; 
wards buriieth the rodds when he hath 2nd wicked 
correRed and beaten his children with | 
them a while It is not giuen to cucry mZ 
(1 muſt needes confelfe ) to ynderſtand 
this, and to make this good vſe of af- 
fictions, croſſes, and troubles laid vpon 
them for their fins ſake ; for then ſhould 
Pharaoh and many of his wicked cour- The yies 
tyers,like himſelfe; then ſhold Cain,Sxl ked are not 
Tadas Iſcariot, and many other vile leaud _— by 
and deſperate perſons beſide, in theirq9et* node 
manifold croſſes , troubles, and aduct- g,gions, 
fities, haue turned ynto the Lord and 
beeneſaued, 22400 * 

ROS 28 F 2 Bus 
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But we muſt learne and know , that ad- 
ata ue:{ities,troubles,& afflictions,of them- 
-—R—_ felues , and of their own proper nature, 
ehar atfli= cannot worke and bring ſuch profits,8 
Rios and ſo much good vnro men: But itis the 
C—_— ipint of God, which reſting in Gods 
dr wg faithfull children , purgeth, reformeth, 
comtorteth, and ſtrengthenerh them, & 
by theſe outward nieanes worketh all 
theſe good things invs: And ſo whatſo- 
cucr goodnefle hath bin ſpoken of here- 
toforeto befall men by means of aduer- 
ſities,crofles, and _—_— is to bee vn- 
derſtoode onely of the faithfull & god- 
ly, which are taught and led by the ſpi- 
rit of God,to conſider rightly of them,& 
to make ſuch vic of them, thar accor- 
ding as in the beginning of this Chap- 
ter it istruly ſaid, to them that lowe God, 

all things worke together for the beſt, 
RE Whereas on the ——_— inthe vn- 
Thecon- faichfull, ynrepentant, and wicked ones, 
ceits ando- they worke afier another faſhion, & are 
pinions of of cleane contrary operation , whiles 


apr, that they aſcribe their aduerſities and 
verfitics Froubles ,.cither to blinde Fortune and 
$& goub.es. Chance ; as though Fortune bad acer» 

taine power to yorke , without the 


working 


b IHC». q - 
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working and prouidence of God ; or 
els,yato them that are not of ther own 
ſect faith,and religion,as did wicked 4 _ 
hab to godly Elias,or to the Magiſtrates, 4.King,18. 
or tothe Miniſters of Gods word, or to 
Faith and Religionit ſelfe, or tothe Pla» 
nets, Starres, and influences of the Ele- 
ments; yea . and ſome will blame God 
himſelfe., .as though they themſelucs 
were ſo innocent and blamelefle, ut 
God deales not well with them to lay 
vpon them ſuch crofſes and puniſhmdes: 
and ſo very buſiethey make themſelves, 
to ſhift oft-all blame cuer to others 
faults, 
And although their finnes be multi- 
plied to exceeding multitudes of often= 
ce3, yer they will not ſee nor confeſle 
any ſuch things in themſelues , nor any 
thing conſider, nor regard the puniſh- 
ments of God. laied ypon them , and 
cleauing vnto them forthe ſame, But 
through their hardnefſe of heart, and 
want of faith(which is the mother of all 
blaſphemy and abhomination) they can 
not ſpie whoſe hand it is that is againſt 
them,nor wheretfore; or cls beeing even 
as irwe:e violently forced to know it, 
F 3 . that 
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that it1s,the working of the Lord againſt 
them, and his vengeance in heauy diſ- 
pr ypon them; yet they will not- 
e mooued thereby , nor any thing at al 
ſtirred vp to amend thcir lives, but like 
vnto King Pharaoh, the more God cor- 
re&eth = the more ohſtinately they: 
{warue,decline, and flic away from him, 
being like vnto graceleſſechildren, with 
whom neither words, threatnings , nor 
bearing, can preuaile.Like ynto the that 


Mat.r1.o7 Will neither daunce with thepiper, nor 
Luk.7. 32, lament with the mourner : and ſo farre 


32+ 


off are they from being” recouered, won, 
and reformed by meanes of any croſſes, 
aſtlitions and troubles lighting on the ; 
and following them euen as the ſhadow 
doth the body ; that they will ſooner 
burſt out into all maner of impaticntnes, 
bitternes , and fpitcfull poyſonfull ray- 
ling and blaſpheming words againſt the 
righteouſneſſe of God ſaying, That their 
puniſhment is greater then their ſinnes, 
and heauicr then they can brooke or 
beare : and that they are wronged, and 
are nct indifferently dealt with,and ſo at 
the length afcer heaping one ſinne1n the 
necke of an other,the Diuel brings them 

| on 
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on, and by little and little windes them 
into that he apes far, namely into a te- The ends 
probate mind, and deadly Deſperation, that the di. 
in ſo much that at the laft they fall too, = _— 
and fycclde to murtheting, hanging , dy ; 
drwning, or by other ſuch meanes mot their affli- 
miſerably, to diſpatch themſelues with &Qons,tr0. 
their owne bands, like ynto Saul, Achi- Þ\e5 204 
rophel & Indas,ſo giving themſelues ouer crolles. 
to the Diuell ; and as they liued for a 
while moſt wretchedly ,-ſo they depart 
out of the world as diueliſhly forgetting 
vtterly , and al-together inconfiderate, 
retchleſle, 8 carclefle what ſhall become 
of them afterwards for cuer. By whoſe 
liuves,and manner of deaths thechildren T,,, cn. 
of God may yet reape two commodities: moditics ro 
firſt, they ſhal be eaſed of the great trou- be reaped 
bles, diſturbance, and diſcommodities, -4 the 


a . 4 lives , and 
, : 4” 1 3 
& of the Icaud and cuill exampics which ,,,- **. 


they gaue to others whiles they liued, the deaths 

And ſecondly, they which remaine aliue ofthe rv:c 

after them, may learnc andtake warning <4 

by their ſhamctull falts, and by their ter- 

rible examples,and deſperate deaths, lay 

hold on repencance. and amendment af 

their liucs before i be roo late. - ; 
+FRITY CHAP: 
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CHAP.6. 


The Sixt Chapter concerning the Reme-. 
ates against Deſperation , ariſing and 
growing by long cuſtome of ſinne, and by 
delaying and putting off the forſaking of 
ſinne from day to day. | 


The great. Þ T is written, that the centinuall and 
dange: of long cuſtome of finne , and the delay- 
cuſtome of ;,0,and putting off from time to time of 
{mne, & of ; _— 
delaying of the amendment, of lite, is' one of the 
a: onde. greateſt and molt dangerous deceits, & 
men: of life cunning Rratagems and pollicyes:which 
the enemy of mankind dorh yſe towards 
the children of Adam : tor he: is not ig- 
norant tow that like as links'in-a chatne 
one catcheth hold and hangeth by ano- 
ther,and one draweth another ; Eucn ſo 
þy continuance, long cuſtome, and ſe- 
cure ſleeping infinne , one finne draw- 
eth on another;and ſo cuery day finne is 
added to inne, 1o that by tolicration & 
procraſtination, finn ſo mightely increa- 
ſeth, and by, this meanes waxeth ſo 
head(trong,that in the end,rhe {ayingjof 


the Poet proouecth very truc;to wit, 
Oni 


_ I nes mens cm—_— 
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againſt DeFperation, " it; | 
Oui non eſt hodie,cras minis aptits eris. | 
He that is not ready to day(to forgoe & oY 
forſake finne)ro morrow-day ſhal he be j,., mn. 
more ynfit, The Diuell knoweth well e- danzer of 
nough,how that like as olde feſtered & long cu- 
long growne ſoares and diſeaſes ofthe _ and 
body, are farre more dangerous , more 24S. 
troubleſome,and harderto be healed, & 
require alonger time by much to be cu- 
red,then if they had beene looked to at 
the fiſt: Eut ſo the diſeaſes of the ſoule, 
as {wearing,theeuing,whoring,drunken= 
nefſe,and tuch like, beeing oncelong ac- 
cuſtomed, ſerled, and having; gotten an 
habit,are either neucr . or ſeldome, and 
that with greater:difficultie afterwardes 
rooted out , than atthe firſt beginning 
they might haue beene, - : 
And ſo by theſc diſeaſes of the ſoule, 
the habit therofhauing once taken raot 
in man, and the. Diuell by them hauing 
gotten the ſurer hold and poſſefſion, he 
endeyoureth and moſt diligently by all 
waics and meanes applieth to keep men 
{till oo in vre, and practiſe with old and 
long accuſtomed finnes , yntilil at the 
length in extremitie of ſicknefſe towards 
the houre of death(if not before)he may 


by | 


- 
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by ſuch cauſes and occaſions plant and 
work in the heart of man deepe deſpaire, 
to his vtter confuſion for euer. 

To rehiſt therefore, to remedy and 
helpethis cankerlike creeping & infeQi- 
ous cuill, let ys to daye while it is yet to 
day,ſtudyto turne againe vnto God,caſt 
out the Diuell, and with him this great 
cauſc and occaſion of Deſperation, cuen 
long cuſtome of finne , and delay of a- 
mendment of our Jiues,the thing that ſo 
hangeth on,and preſſeth ys downe,& let 
vs in time while we haue time take a bet 
ter courſe, looking vp vnto eſis Chriſt, 
and ſet him befotethe eyes of our fayth, 
as the onely marke to ſhoote ar, And for 
aſmuch as we can not turne againe ynto 
the Lord,& forſake our former wallow- 
ing in our former long accuſtomed fins, 
except the Lord our God reach vs his 
helping hand to turne vs'vnto him ; and 

Whencere (hi repentance is not in our own POWer 
pentance & 3 EP On 
"menj. totake it vp,&lay ir downe at our own 
meut of life pleaſure,and that of our {elucs wee can 
are to bee not pat it into our hearts when wee liſt, 
_ = except it firſt come from aboue; for that 
= A it is an excellent and a rare gift of God: 


come by, Let vs EarnelUy and heartily with our 
bumble 
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humble and feruent praiers beg the ſame 

at Gods hands : Let ys pra&tile much & | 

often hearing,reading,& meditating the 

word cf God and with care ye all ordi- 

nary meanes for the better , and ſpeedy 

attaining of it: for it is not ſo eaſie a mat- 

ter to become by, as the world thinketh 

it : It 15 not an howers worke when wee 

lie on our death-beds.that will ſcrue the 

turne; It is not , Crie God mercy alittle yqapy, ave 
for faſhion ſake, that will do it : It is not & may de 
a courling or mumbling vp of a few praideceiuedin 
ers at 2 mans laſt farewel, that will auaile ** ane 

| Ny ner & time 
And yet it we were {urethat that would ,£;;.v. re. 

ſerue, yet weare ye:y vo-ſure, whether pentance. 

we ſhall haue time leaſure; and remem- 

brance at our laſt gaſpe to do that yea or 

no: To truſt to do it at our laſt howre, is -- 

but a broken ſtafte to bee truſted vanto: 

Andyet it is not lo ynceitaine}, bur cn 

the other {1deit is as certaine ;.thatrhen --, -.,. 
vc ſhall haue many byaſſes many rubbs Ras lang | 

and ſtoppes,many nnpediments to lie in f XLS, 

our waies,, andto hinder our courſe inpentance 

| going for-ward at thar time with laft Fri your 

gaſping repentance , wiich many fond lait cad, 

and fooliſh men teiye fo much yppon, 

and trift fo much yato, paſſing'away 


Ms. 


th cyT 


Tuk.17.27, 
Examp'es 
ſhewing 
that it is 
dangerous 
t uniting to 
thelaſt 
hower. 
Gen.19423 


Dan,4- 12- 


TC - Kemeaies, 6, Chap. 
theirdaies,& careleſly negleting good 
opportunirie when time ſerueth,like yn- 
to thoſe fiue fooliſh Virgins thac made 
no preparation aforechand to be in a rea- 
Cines to enter in with the Bridegroom, 
tillit was toolate : this is I fay, a very 
broken ſtafte totrult ynto, & a thing ve» 
ry doubtfull and vncertaine to depend 
vpon,or to make any reckoning of, for a 
man to repent and cry God mercy, arid 
make himlelfe fit ard ready for God at 
his laſt houre, becauſe that yery many in 
all ages,and in all places haue deene and 
are taken away oftentimes with a ſud- 
daine death , & haue neither that houres 
nor halfe houres leiſurethat they before 
ſpake of,and truſted ſomuch vnto, 
When the World was eating & dria- 
king, planting and building : when they 
were molt ſecure and careleſſe,then ſud- 
denly came the flood,and oucrwhelmed 
them al. Though it were a faire morning 
at Lors going out of Sodome, yet by and 
by when they leaſt thought of aay ſuch 
martter,they were all luddainly deſtroy- 
ed. When Nabachaduezzar was moſt 
brag and thought himſelfe moſt ſafe. & 
ſure,ſuddealy(neuer dreaming nor once 


ſulpe- 


—— 
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{uſpecting any ſuch chings) was he pul- 
led on his knees, The Rich man-thought Lu 
himſelfe neuer more like to haue liued, jan 
then when he {o bulily made ſuch gICAT two nota- 
prouifion , and laid yp ſtore tor many ble exam. 
yeares:yet was his ſoule ſuddenly taken - ofiude 
trom bim the yery ſame night, And what ; nm 
knoweſt thou O man ! that truſteſt ſo Forge 
nuch,and putrtelt off till the laſt day and Ananias 
houre,w hetker that day and houre may and his 
not come as \uddainly on thce, and as wile, , 
ynlooked for,as it did on any of theſc? 

Arzuguſtize and Ambroſe did write one 
of them to the other , what his opinion 
was,conceruing the ſtate of an olde &- 
dulterer which in their time, as hee was 
goivg inthe night time to his Whore, 
paſſing over a B:idge in his way, fell in- 
ro the Riuer;and {o beirg drowned, was 
taken away ſuddainely in the very Fur- 
poſe of his wickedncfle , hauing nei- 
ther houre , halfe hcure , nor minute, 
to crie God mercic, to repent, and to 
pray in, 

Toanes Rinius,alearned Writer, & of ket 
good credit, affirmed that in his cime,& Gulitia 
ina village of his country, two old men mortaluns 


V1 he! Mm proct 
lying with -their Whores whom . _— 
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_ correGis. hed aforetime haunted, in one and the 
_ —_ : , ſelfe-ſame night dycd, ſodainly taken as 
a it were' with the manner; hauing like- 
wile 'neither houre nor halfe houre to 
prepare thetnſelues in : for the one was 
lodainly {tabbed to death, the other was 
taken with a ſodaine Appoplexie, wher- 

of he pretently gaue yp the Ghoſt, 

And what knoweth any of ys all, ot 
what greater priniſege hath any of vs all 
but that we may be lodainely preuented 
& carryed away in the middeſt of our ſins 
as thele were? And whether we haue not 
the hike examples of fuch haſtye deaths 
heerein England , whereby many of vs 
haue bin diſappointed of theſe two or 
three houres at their laſt end,to make vs 

____ readyin, Ireport mee tothe deaths of 
Eare God Earle Godwin,8 Grinmwood of Hitcham ? 


vin his ſo= herofthe Earle after he had traiterouſ- 
dine and 


ly laine the brother of King Edward the 
R_ x 6m being charged ES by the 
King therwith at #i-dſor (where he hap- 
pened to ſitat table with the King ) hee 
falſely denied thefatt, and for his better 
excule,he falſely forſwore it ; & beſides 
all this, kee morcouer tooke a peece of 
' bread and pnt itintohis mouth, wy 
| that 


atainfs Deſperation. 6, Chap, 779 
that hee might bee choaked thereof, if 
he were guilty of his blood ; and it fol- 
lowed indeed according to his deſire : 
for he being choaked therwith, yeelded 
vp his Gholt,and fell downe dead 1n the 
preſence and fight of all at the Table, && 
from thence was had to /incheſter to be 
buried, And likewiſe the ſaid Grimmwood 


of Hitcham in the County of Suffolk, G,;wwd 
known to be a wilfull forſyworne man,in his ſodaine 
the harueſt time next after his periury, andfcarfull 
feeling no paine, complayning ot no dit- dearth, 


eaſe, being ſtrong and able to labour, as 
he was ſtacking yp corne, {odainely his 
Bowells fel our of his body, wher-ot im- 
mediatly he dyed moſt miſerably, 

But what neede I to ftand beſtowing 
time, paper,and inke, troubling both my 
ſelfe & future Readers , in ſetting down 
the miner of the ſodain deaths of many 
men,ſ{eeing that both holy 8& prophane 
writers,& daily experience fake, may 
fully fraught, ſtore , and furniſh vs with 
infinite examples of this ſort ? And what 
charter, priuilege,or certaine hold of life 
hath any of vs all, morethen theſe heere 
before recited, or thouſands of others in 
the like caſe haue had?. | | 


Q 
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O let vs not preſume therefore to run 

on headlong in thie long and hardened 

cuſtome of our finnes ! nor to delay and 

put off the reforming of our wicked liues 

yntil the laſt houre: And although we be 

not ſtriken with ſuddain death, but haue 

both certaine daics and hourcs bcfore 

our death,yet(asI before ſaid)tull many 

are the {toppes,lettes, and impediments 

which both may, and alſo daily doe fall 
FRE hinder and put by this late repen= 
logue of tane;that ſo many will needes truſt yn- 
lets & mm- to,and makeall their reckoning of, put- 
pecrments ting of from day to day, and from yeare 
whi:hot= , yearc, till chis laſt time approach and 
gentimes y EN. a PP | 
fallout fall on them indeed: For io long as the 
when we extremities of {icknes doe nip and pinch 
comet> ourmotntall bodies,the dolour, pangs, 8& 
_— thay PAINCS racking & tormenting our fleſh, 
Hee: ang Will kcepe our mindes ſo occupied, ſom- 
ut by that time calling on the gy 1 for helpe, 
| repen= ſcmetime turning, toſſing , and ſecking 


tance, for eaſe in euery corner of the bed;yea, 
whuch ſo apc from bed to bed , while ſtrength doth 
ſerue:ſometime taking this Receipt,and 
ſometimes that , as tze Phyſitions {ſhall 
miniſter: ſometimes turmoyled and oc- 
cupied both in mind; and body, by the 


wor 


many t 
vnto, 


ing 
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working and purging ofthe Apotheca- 
ries drugs receiued, tometimes diſquiet 
and brawling with thoſe that are atten. 
ding abour. vs, crying out on them, ag 
though their vſing and handling of yg 
weare the occaſion of our greater pangs 
and paines: with theſe and luch like cer. 
cuml(tances , are both bodies and minds 
exerciſed and yexed, ſo long as the yi. 
gour and {trength of fleſh & blood are 
able to indure and hold out,and fo buſi- 
ed here-with continually, that we ſels 
dome haue avy reſt or leaſure to frame 
our {clues to any quiet calling on God; 
to any repentance, or vnfaigned ard ze- 
lous crying for mercy : for if we ſome. 
times endeuour our {elues to begin to go 
about it, yet behold one thing or other 
ſoone riketh all out of mind,& diſturbs 
vs ſo, that never a whit the better:but if 
after the powers & ſences of our bodies 
beonce worneand weakned, & the fee= 
ling of the exſtreame dolours & panges 
of the licknes be mittigated, whereby 
the-body aftera time of wre{thng and 
wearying of it ſelfe,is now ſome-what 
quieted, & ſothe mind more ſetled,we 
then begin againe totake hetter hold, 
GG yet 
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yerſtil on cither the care of children & 
wife for want of ſufficient prouiſion for 
them,or griefeto depart from the,or the 
rememberance of landes, poods houſes 
& pollefſions,& other worldly treaſures; 
the loue,lyking 8& delights wherof haue 
ms our hearts all our life time be- 
tbre,will now ſo afreſh enter & trouble 
our heads & minds ; that yet time ſerues 
not for to continue any ſuch godly and 
chriſtian exerciſes as wecin health-time 
when we ſhould have done it , tiade no 
| account of , and deferred yntill the Iſt 
— houte, Sornetimes are we troubled and 
Jo ereS diſeaſed with melancholy and frenzies, 
extreame Choler ſhooting vpinto our braynes, & 
ficew., wyithſuchcrampes & convulfions cauſed 
by much cuacuation,and ſuch abundante 
of choller in out veines, that hereof fol- 
lowes the natiirall effeRts, rauings,blaſ- 
phemings,ynſenfible talking , wrything 
of the lips, ſtrange and vn-accvſtorned 
wreſting and turning of thenecke, buck- 
ling of the ioynts & whole body; yea & 
often-tinies futh extraordinary ftrengrie 
chit three or fotire men canriot hold vs 
nor tule vs without bonds, With theſe 
ad fiich bkeftrange effeRes / are a | 
; m 
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men depriucd tiot onely of the right b-4 
of the partes of their bodies, bur alſo of 
their reaſon & tight. wits, and laſt of all 
of life it ſclfe,, Are not heere then lets e- 
now fro the performance of that amend- 
ment of life,& crying God mercy,which 
we pur off in our life rimc? : 

Put caſe that we be neither tur of with 
ſodaine death, not arinoycd at ourlaſt 
end with any of theſc aforciaid lets and 
impediments of ſtrange diſeaſes and cx» 
traordinary effectes thereof,nor with any 
other ſuch like noyſome & txouble-ſome 
circumſtances or fickneſles, bur.that wee 
haue time, leiſute, and ierneſſe to doe 
All ſuch things as any of vs al truſted vn- 
to at our laſt farewell with the wotld?yer The akuctl 
will. that deadly, encmi&,that mortall ad-wil be moſt 
Porn oltrs Sathas the Diuell,at that _ ro hin 
time abou all othec apply himſclfe; and and i repen- 
Jet vs looke for no other, but what vile laſt hovrre: 
finne we have conumitted & delighted in 
in all ourlife time, that will he lay To) 4 
charge,and clogge our conlciences with 
& to \ bring ys into deſperation with and 
by thern,he will put vs in minde , & ter- 
rifle vs with Gods ſeuere threatnings 


aaink ſue, Hee will _— dgainſt.vs 
G 3 that 
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that ſaying of our Lord Chrilt, that if we 
would haxe entred into life, we ſhould haue 
hept his Cconmanndements He will tell vs 
that not he that ſayth Lord, Lord,but hee 
that doth the wil of the father of heant#,(pal 
enter into the kingdome of God He wil put 
Pom.2z, VSin mindethat , Not the hearers of the 
Rom.8. Law,brnt the deers ſhall be inſtified He wil 
threaten vs,that becauſe we haue lined ac- 
cording to the fleſh , we ſhall die . Hee will 
cracke vs that the 2-nrighteous ſhal rot m-. 
1.Cor. 6 9. kerite the kingdome of God: that neither 
_—_ ornicators,nor Idslaters , nor Adulterers 
nor Wantons nor Buggerers , nor Theenes, 
nor the Conetous,nor Drunk; rds,nor Ray- 
{ors , nor Extortioners , ſhall inherite the 

' kingdome of God. 
And that ſuch as haue liued- accor- 
'2.Cor,;, dirgto the works of the fleſh, which 
| lerz, are repeated vpGala,y.ſhall not attaine 
fo the kingdome of God . And that we 
muſt be preſented beforethe iudgement 
ſeat of Chriſt, and excry man receire par- 
ticularly according as he hath done in this 
2.Peter 2. Mie good or enil:enuery man ſhall receine at- 
Coraing to his workes, «Ard that God ſpa= 
red.not the Angels when they ſinned. And 
1.Pet4, #f the Inſt ſhall ſcarce be ſaued, where ſhall 
the 


Mati-19, 


Math 7. 


Apocal,20 


againſt Deſperation, 6, Chap. 8s 
the Wicked man and ſinner appeare? 
When all theſe,and a greatdeale more 
deſcribing 8 ſettting forth ynto ys the 
rigour of Gods ſeuere iuſtice, andthe 
reckoning where-ynto wee ſhall be cal- 
led,ſhall be put into our mindes on our 
death-beds; and that damned Satharn, 
which all the dayes of ourliues before, 
laboured to make ys carelefle and negli- 
ent of the knowledg, or confideration 
of any oftheſe things, that ſo he mighc 
make ys the more boldly and blindly to 
runne headlong into ſinne, ſhall charge 
vs with this, and much more like ſtuffe, 
appealing to our owne conſciences for 
witneſle herof, and ſo her- evpon plant 
in our guiltie heartes deepe Deſpera- 
tion, Alas in what caſe ſhall our poore 
{oulcs then ſtand ? Would a man then 
for a thouſavd worldes, and all the pro- 
hrs and plcaſures thereof, be braught to 
ſuch a quandary? 

O thou thgrefore that readelt or hea- 
reſt this damnable and miſerable ſtare 
that filly ſoules may be implunged into, 
for the better auoyding of theſe periiles 
reade,8 reade againe,meditate,ponder, 
and put in practiſe the direftion,aduice, 

3 an 


36 Remedies 6. Chap, 


and counſayle in the beginning of this 
—_ matey 5ma | : Ri 
' And take this leflon of Toſeph of Avrs- 
L Lad; on wathia,that like as he in bike time had 
Pref Ari made ready a Sepulcre in the middeft 
wathia, ' of his Garden, which was the place of 
— his pleaſure (as all Gardens of great me 
27 et, moſtcommontly arc)Euenſo thou in the 
| middeft of theſe things wherein thou 


rakeſt thy greateſt felicity and delight, 


remember yet thy Graue, and what one 
day (thou now net how ſoone)ſhall 

become of thy poore ſoule,& afterivard 

of thy ſoule and body for ever, © 

EP *Remember -_ leatne likewiſe - the 
inevie & Fr oriays, Who perceiving the mindful- 
eattome of (5 of death to be good helpe to bri- 
rang,  Qle their euill ations; vicd'to bring a 
"0 Picture or Image reſembling death,into 
their great and ſolemne- Feaſtes ; which 
fearehal and ougly fight, trembling and 
ſhaking they tooke to be'a ſpecial occa- 

fion to keepe the beholdews in ſobriety, 

by the remembrance of their end, which 

ape they inuſt all come vnto ſooner ar later, 
Mable "ram. Andfinally, learne at the good king E- 
plc of King £-*ch145, whe thou ſhalt bs by any occa- 
trechias, Hon putin the remembrance of _ 
A | : 


againſt Deſperation. 6, Chap, 87 
be afraide of Gods threatninge, & ſor- 
# rowalittle before hand, leaft thou bee 
= conſtrayned to ſorrow , howle, and cry 
remedileſſe alwaics afterwards ; for ac- 
cording tothe old laying, Qui ante nan Eecleſialt, 
caxehit poſt dolebit,hee that will not be- 7.40. 
ware before ſhall afterward be forrye, 
& he that in all his doings remembreth 
the end,ſhal never lightly do amifſe, The 
which wiſe remembrance of qur endes, 
he vouchſafe co plantin aur hears, who 
hath full dearely bought Vs, Teſs ( briſt 
the righteous , to whom with his, and 
our heauenly father, and the holy $ pirix, 
” threeperſons; and one eternall mu xſtic 
of Gad-head, all worthy glory,l c- 
' nour, and praiſe, be worthe- , 
ly. attributed for 
ever and cuer, 


Amen, 


G 4 (hap. 


B3 The Generall Preſeruatine, 7. Chap. 
CHAP, VII, | 


The ſeuenth Chapter conteyning the Ge= 
werall Preſeruatine againſt the deſpaire or 
doubting of Gods mercie ariſing vpon any 


cauſe what-ſocuer, 


Or as much as it is a thing manifeſt - 
ly to be prooued by holy Scriptures, 
that a man endued with true faith it ſelf 
may notwithſtanding now and then be 
troubled and afſaulted with motions of 
—_ waucring ; yea and of deſ- 
pairing:therefore for the brideling,ſup- 
preſſn:g,and oucr-comming of theſe aſ- 
faultes,it ſhal be good topur in praGtiſe 
thele five things eſpecially. 
Firſt , we arero thinke and conſider 
Thefiſt, thus much,that as not to murther, not to 
a q ſteale . not to commit adulteric, and all 
Dilnks. the reſt of the Decalogue or ten Com- 
maundements , are the Commande- 
mentes of God and we are carefull, and 
ſtrive with our ſ{elucs that wee ſhould 
net bteake any of th&;leaſtthat in brea- 
king any of them , we ſhould ſo highly 
oftend God , that he would therefore 
power 


againſt Deiperation. 7. Chap. 8g 
power downe ypon vs his heauy wrath, 
andin his indignation ſeueerly puniſh 
vs,as by many examples we ſee he hath 
done to others inthe like offences : So 
alſo it is Gods commaundement as well 
as any ofthe others are, That we beleene , Tohn,x 
in the name of his ſonne Teſus Chrift : and a3. 
therefore wee muſt thinke wee offend 
againſt God as gricuouſly,or rather farre 
more greeouoſly in violating and brea- 
King this Cormmannilementby incredu- 
litie, douting,waueting, and deſpairing, 
as if we ſhould ſhed mans blood , com- ' 
mit whoredome , theft, periurie, or any 
othet ſuch like notorious finne, 

O what a hainous finne awſt it necedes 
be to caſt no doubres,nor deſpaire in the 
helpe of a mortall man in the time of 
ncede! and yet to miſtruſt and deſpaire 
ofthe like in God? As for cxamp'e; we 
can ſettle our hearts to beleeue in our ,, ...._._ 
mortal! Fathers if we ſtand inneed of le char ma. 
meate,drinke, or cloaths , wee then call ny men pur 
onthem,and if they promiſe vs any ſuch Tore Of - 
thinges , wecan ſer our hearrs at caſe, "Rt 
& count it as athing done;we doubt no ;, God. 
thing of their good will rowards vs nor 
of the preformance of their word vnto 


vs, 


Ss 


90 The geverall preſernatine 7, Chep, 
vs,we depend vpan them , we relye on- 
Ay on ghem $ non other, and what they + | 
F-41107 their word to do for vs , wee. make a 
as ſure reckoning of it, as if it were al- 
xcady in our handes, 
| Againe, if weftang in nced of apeece 
Anothee Of money as of x, li; xx, li, xxx,li,orbe it 
example more or lefle, to diſcharge ſome dange- | 
ſheveing rous bond, or for any ſuch like yſe by a 
that manYe ſee day,orto ſaue our bodics out of pri- | 
menk®"a ſon;& inthe meanetimebefore the dy _ | 
in mo.tall appointed come, ſome one of our honef} 1 
man then rich neighbors, that is coſted an honeſt 
mGod, ſubſtanciall man,& of good credit , pro- 
miſe ys certainely ſo much money 3s we 
want,and ſtand in negde of to ſerug our 
eurne with,and bids vs truſt ynto it,that 
beforethatdayhe will be ſure to helpe; 
we herceypon truſt his honeſt promile, 
we belecue his word,$: make as {ure ac- 
count of it as if we had it already in our 
purſes , and take no more thought nor 
care for it.O how much more ſhould we 
eruſt Gods moſt faithfull, iuſt, and true 
word and promiſe;belecue him without - 
all diſtruſt , doubting,or deſpaire,& Je- 
| per:d yponhim whois a thouſand times 
more able axd more willing to doe vs 
good 


ag oinftl Deſperation. 7. Chap. 91 
© good, and to keepe touch with ys , then 
cuer was , oreuer ſhall be any moxrtall 

F | earthly Father,or friendly neighbour ? 
The ſecond thing in this caſero bee — 
' conſidered. of is,that euery one of vs, is — helpe 

particularly to belecue that hee is inthe againſt dels 
| | niber of thoſe that ſhal be ſaued, by the peration. 
merits of Chriſts death & paſhon : for 
| the promiſes of ſaluation in. Chriſt are 
| indefinite, — no particuler man, 
", as for example, God ſo lowed the world, 

that be gawe his only beloued Son,te the end 

that al that beleene in him ſhould not periſh , 1 _ 3.16 
but baxe life exerlaſting, ln which general ; 
words is included ecuery particuler be- 

leening perſon,although he haue nat his 

name ſeuerally & particularly fer down: 

and here God excludeth none from his 

promiſe ynlefle through their vnbelcefe 

and deſpayre they exclude theyr owne 

{elues, If tnc King of Great Brittaine of 

his own meere mercy & motion of com- 
paſſion, or atthe ſute and mediation of 

{ome Noble-wan or other that is deate 

vnco him, ſhould freely pardon and for- 

giue all the malefaCtors and priſoners of 
ay Gaile, within his kingdoms,may we 
not account them yery fond and foo!iſh 
men 


The third 
encrall 
eire a- 

gainſt def. 

peration. 


'9 2 The generall preſernatine 7, Chap. 


men, and not worthy the benefit of the 
Kings _ Pardon , if ſome two or 
three ſhould doubt & deſpaire that tkis 
generall Pardon appertaineta not vnto 


. then, becauſe their owne perticular & 


ſeuerall names were not thercin ſpecy- 
fied and expreſſed? Euen thus is our 
cale 


Let net therfore anyilluſion of Sathan, 


nor fear of our owne vaworthineſſe, nor 
want of our perticular names, nor any 
other argument or reaſon whatſouer, 


withdraw vs from challeging our owne 


portions and partes of Gods moſt mer- 


cifull promiſes, of his free pardon, and * 


remiſsi6 of our finnes : Let vs not doubt 
nor diſtruſt the performance and truerh 
of Gods promiſes. 

Thirdly, to comfort our ſelues,and to 
ſuppreſle Satars temptations to deſpai- 
ring, we may further meditate and pon- 
der with our ſelues theſe two poynrs el- 
pecially: Firſt,that ſeeing rne Lord hath 
2" to forgiue vs our ſinnes, & to 
put all our wickednefſc out of his reme- 
brance( as by plaine and moſt manifeſt 
euidence ofholy Sriptures it may eaſily 


be prooned)the it ſtandeth with his iuſt- 


ICC 


againſt Deſperation. 7.Chap, 93 
| ... ice andtrueth,toperformethe ſame,and 
kl © that ypon ſuch a neccflitie , that he muſt 
p either forgiue ys our offences according 
| to his owne worde,or e's we muſt count 
| him vafaithful for the breach of bis pro- 
miſes ; or els ( which were hornible to 
thinke ) iudge him an hipocrite or a diſ- 
ſemb!er, ifhe ſhould pretend one thing, 
and intend another ; or at the leaſt-wite 
ynconſtant in altering and changing that 
which he hath ſpoken with his owne 
mouth,&lſo to be rhcught(which is mon. 
ſtrous)to be vniuſt.tor the ſecond point, 
we may conſider likewiſe to our comfort 
 andto the weakning & ouerthrow of al 
deſperate conceits,that God hath already 
puniſhed Teſu Chriſt for our off eces,& ther- 
fore can not in juſtice punith the againe Eſa.75, 
in vs, We'offended, and Chri/t was puni- what ſo- 
ſhed for the ſame, Whatſoeuer in iuſtice euer could 
| Cod could either demaund,or mi owed, = looked 
that paid our Lord (r;t.Man oughtto pg oe 
die, Chriſt ſatiſfied for the ſame : Man whattocuer 
ought to haue borne the heauy wrath & man could 
d pleaſure of y father; Chriſt ka beare þ Þe charged 


{ame:man ought to haue bin caſt downe _—_—— 
into hell, Chriſt ſatiſfied tor that alſo: — 
yea, he ſo fully contented, payed. 8& plea- diſcharged, 


ed 


"08 The General! Preſernatine, 7. hap, 
ſed God theFather, for all wharſocuet': 2 © 


"IX 


the Lord could looke for at mans hands 
that the father himfelſe acknowledged, 
and ih thunder from heauen confeſſed 
the ſame,in the hearing of many witneſ. 

{es preſent ; and hearing the ſame ar the 
baptizing of our Lord Chrift by Tokis 
Baptiſt in the Flood Tortlex : and ſo all 
Faithfull belecuers hereof , are here-by 

fully and freely acquitte and difcharged 

from all debt of finne thty wed vnto | 
God,for cuer, FW | 

. Why ſhould thou tlicn : O Sathan ! > 
bufily charge vs with any ſuch matter, to 
drive vs into deſperation, ſeeing that 
Sublata catſa tollitur etia & effettu?The 
cauſe whereby thou ſo vrgeſt deſperati- 
on by 7eſis Chriſt, being raken away,the | 

feds alſo muſt needs then ceafe; 

F  Thefourththing to be yſcd and prat- 
The fourth tiſed forthe better auoyding of deſpaire 
po is that at what time yo we feele our 
amor hearts through Sathans crafty ſuggeſti- 
ding ofdef- 08 aſſaulted and moleſted with this ye- 
payring- nemot1s ſting of Deſperation, we ſhould 

then ſtraight conuey our ſelues into 
ſome quiet and ſecret place,and therein 

ſome humble manner powre our our 

hearts 
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s before God with inward harty, 8 


| g Zelous prayer, deſiring him of higjnfinit 


" \merciesto worke 1n our hearts increaſe 


7 _of faith, and to ſuppreſſeand yanquiſh 


all our vnbelcefe,, and ,ytterly to expell 
from thence all deſpaire, 


. 


The fitt and . laſt reniedy that nowl TP: 
purpoleto handle hecre againſt Deſpe- againſt def; 
ration, is that wee frame our ſelues care-P<Fanon. 


fully, dill;gently, and with Godly zeale 
to vie, on, oftentimes to frequent ſuch 
godiy meants as God hath appoynted 
andſct foorth vnto vs, for the ning 
and increaſing of faith, as { ouer and be- 
ſides earneft prayer, laſt before ſpoken 
of ) the vſc of reverent reading, hearing, 
and meditating of Gods word, and the 
receiving of the Sacraments, beeing ho= 
ly Signes, and as it were Scales ſcene 
with our outward or bodyly eyes,which 

inwardly do fignifie,and ſet foorth 

' 46 our hcartes the ſecret and 

inward gricesof- 
GOD 


FINIS 


